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tain and Northern Ireland, and the Union 

of Soviet Socialist Renublics against 

Hermann Wilhelm Goering et 21, Defendants, 

sitting at Nurnberg, Germany, on 5 April 1946, 

1000-1300, Lord Justice Lawrence presiding. 
WILHELM KEITEL -= Nesuned. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION --Continued, 


BY DR. NELTS: 
Q The last thing I asked you yesterday was concerning the 

channel of orders in the prisoner of war system, the KS, This channel, 

according to what you said, went from the camp commander or commandant to 

the army district commander and then through the commander of the reserve 

army to the OKH—-supreme command of the army. I should now like you to tell 

me what the question of the responsibility wos if something which had been 

ordered was against the Geneva Convention or was a violation of generally 
SLEE 


recognized international law, How did that affect a camp? Was the OKU 


> 


5 


responsible according to its jurisdictional responsibilities? 
The OKI was responsible when these were incidents which violated 
general principle instructions “hich had been published by OM or if 
the non-exercising of the right to inspect came upit was connected to that, 
Under such circunstonces I would consider the OK‘: responsible, 
Q How did the OK] exercise its right to carry out inspections 
and the richt to control ern s? 
To start with, in the first period of the war by means of an 
inspector of the prisoner of war system, the KGI, who was, nevertheless, at 
the same time the chief of the depertment KGI in the genoral army department, 
In other words, he was corrying out = twin function, Leter on—-I think 
after 1942—it was done by appointing an inspector goneral who dealt with 
the entire correspondence and the entire officiol tasks who did not have 
anything to do with all these tasks. 
Q What was the situation regarding the protecting powers and the 
International Red Cross? 
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å If 2 protecting power represented by 2 delegation wished to 
inspect camps, then that wes orranged by the dcpartment or the inspector for 
the prisonor of war system, who would accompany that delegoi I think 
I ought to say that as far as the i were concerned, Ambassador Scabini 

carried out that function personally, and that a protecting power in its 


proper shape did not exist in that connection, 


Q 


. 


Could the representative of the protecting powers and the Red 
Cross talk to the prisoners of war freely or only in the presence of 2n 
fficer of the German armed forces? 
I don't know whether in camps the procedure adopted was always 
in accordance with the basic instructions, Direct exchange of views between 
oners of wor and their visitors from their ovm countries was possible, 
allowed and meade possible. 
Did you as the chief of the OK] concern yourself with general 
instructions regarding the prisoner of war system personally? 
general instructions I did 
to the Fuehrer and the headquarters I was, of course, 
not in continuc contact with my service departinent which means that the 
authorities for the KGi! 
rtment 
with these matters. These three cepartments had to 
tions currently, and iy was called on when decis- 
ions became necessary; and, as was frequently the 148e, the Fuchrer 
interfered personally and cave orders of his 
Q According to the documents which have been presented here in court, 
appears to be a different treatne for Soviet prisoners of war in 
comparison to the other prisoners. hat can yo ay on that subject? 
It is correct that in this connection there hes been a cifference 
n the treatment, which wes duc to the views held by the Fuchrer which he 
as stated frequently, nomcly, that the Soviet Union on their pa 
observed. or ratified the Geneva Conveiition; and it 
thet the question of philosophical 


war centered into it here too, 


hand in this sphere. 





x 
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Q I am now going to show you the document C-388, USSR 356, It is 
dated 15 September 191. Part l is a report of the Department Foreign 
Intelligence in the OKs; end part 2 is a directive of the OKW, dated 8 Septemb 
191, regarding the treatment of Sovict Russian Prisoners of Ware Part 3 
is a memorandum about guarding of Soviet Prisoners of War, and the 
document is an appendix which is a copy of the decree from the Council of 
People's Comiissioncrs regarding prisoners of War System of July 1 191. 

Perhaps to start with that, I can say that these directives wero 
issuecon 2 September, which can be attributed to the fact that, to start with, 
therc was an order from Hitler, saying that Russian prisoners of war were not 
to be transported so German Reich territory. This order was later on 
rescinded; and now, regarding the directive of 8/9/41, which 
its original test, regarding that, I should like to say that the reason 
for all these instructions was also cue to the point of view that this was 
battle of nationalities, people, since Bolshevism is the deadly enemy 

lational Socialist Germanys That, in my opinion, cxpresses right 
nstructions were made and 

explained yesterday, 
did not consider this was < mal battle to be waged on the basis of 
internaticnal law, but as onflict between two world philcsophical ideas, 
Several statements are contained in the decumont regarding these separations; 
such persons who we considered as not dangerous, and ose who, because of 
their political activities, had to be separated as being particularly 
threatening to National Socialism and particularly dangcrous. 

If I an now turning into the introductory letter, then I can say that 

has been presented here by the prosecutor of the Soviet Union. It is 
a letter from the Chicf of the Foreign Department of Intelligence, admiral 
Canaris, in which he refers to that »rincipal ordcr which I have just 
discussed; to reiterate it for my purpose and add to it a number of 
explanations, together withhis cbjections he had about this decrec, which 


3 


he emphasizes underline in the memorandum, so I needn't say any nore 
about that. It is an extract and also the orders issued by the Soviet Union 
onthe lst of July, whih are directives for the treatment 


war; in other words, treatment of German prisoners of ware I received that 
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on the 15th of September, whereas the otherorder had been issued onc week 


before that and aftcr studying this report from Canaris, I must admit that 


I did sharo his objection. Consequently, together with the whole file, I 


went to Hitler and asked him to study it and make a statement about ite. 
The Fuchrer told me that we couldn't expect that German prisoners of war 
rould have the treatment according to the Geneva Convention or international 
law on the other side, but we had no ways of investigating it and that, 
according to that view, he had no intention of altering directives and that 
he refused bluntly, and ‘thus I returned the file together with my remark 
to Admiral Canaris, which means the order remained in force. 

Q What was the treatment of Soviet Russian prisoners of war in effects 
was it according to instructions or was it, in effect, handled differently? 

À = According to my om personal observations and the reports which 
have been put before me, the practice was considerably better and more 
favorable than the very severe instructions, whidihad been issued after it 
had been agreed that the prisoners of war were to be transported to Germany 
At any rate, I have scen numerous reports stating that, as far as the 
employment for labor and, in particular for agriculture, was omncernedy 
that also in the war economy, the general institutions of war economy =- I 
mean, such as German railways, railroad Peet enter as such, that the 
conditions in practice were considerably better than they could have been 
after those hard severe words which are after all contained in these 
instructionse 

DR. NELTE: Mr. President, may I on this occasion refer to document 
Noe 6 in the document book? 

PRESIDENT: hich document book? 

NELTE: Document Noe 6, in document book Noe.l, Noe 6 'Conditions 
of cnploymenb. for workers fron the East, as well as Soviet Russian prisoners 
of war. In this docunent book I have only quoted those passages from that 
book which I am submitting to you, which concern themselves with the 
conditions of employment for Soviet Russian prisoners of ware I am submitting 
this book in evidence as Exhibit K-6, anc beg the Tribunal to admit it in 
evidence and I don't need to read from ite In thesc instructions the points 


are accurately referred to which cc:itain directives, from which it can be 
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Sceny that at a later period Soviet Russian prisoners of war, and in 


accordance with the OKW and the legislative body, were treated in accordance 


with the Geneva Conventione 
May I continue? 
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, very welle You don't wish to read from it? 


DRe NELTE: No, I didn't want toe 
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NELTE: 

l Please, will you oxplain to me just what relations existed between 
the police or Himmler respectively on one side and the prisoner of war systen, 
the K.G../. on the other side? 

Ae May I first of all say that it was a continuous uninterrupted cause 
of friction, friction between Himmler and the executive police departments 
and the departments of the armed forces who worked in this sphere and this 
friction never stoppede The reason -= it was apparent right from the beginning 
that at lcast Himmler personally and his subordinntes never ceased to try to 
influence the prisoner of war systom in some form or other. 

The obvious conditions caused by escape and apprehension by the nolice, 
the complaints about in S S, the insufficient 
security moasures in the camps, the lack of guards and their inefficiency, all 
those mattcrs were suitable and were exploited by him and he used them to fall 
upon our hacks continuously. He continually stated th.t he suspected us of 
these shortcomings, s à result there were continuous interferences the causes 


for which I could hardly recoenize. 


Thore was interference from Titlere He adonted these accusations and he 


interfered with matters continuously so that in this manner the armed forces 


departments. who dealt with these matters wer continually unset. VYonsequently, 
since I could not investirate the problem, I was forced to give instructions to 
my officers, to my departments in the 0K, 


hat was the actual cause and the purpose which Himmler attempted to 


4. Ho wanted not only to have influence but, if nossible, he wanted to 
idle the nrisoner of war system os the Police Chicf of Germany so that he 
would reign supreme i 
Did not the question of getting laborers, workers, enter into 
Later on that did become apparent, yese I think I shall have 
refer to that Inter but I can say now that one observation in any cose was 
quite clear, namcly that after such searches, such hunts, which took place 


certain intervals in Germany for escaped persons, the majority of those 
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prisoncrs of war wore obviously not returned to cumps from which they had 
escaped so tant quite obviously they had becn retained by police departments 
and used for work under the jurisdiction of Himmlor. The esenped, of course, 
increased every yoar. It became more and more voluminous. For that plausiblc 
rofsons, of course, cxiste 

Qe the prisoner of war system, of course, is closely connoctcd with the 
problem of workers. Which Cepartment was responsible for the meployment of 
prisoncrs of war? 

A. The department dealing with the ceunty labor offices in the so-callod 
Reichslabor /dministrition Service, which had originally been in the hands of 
the Labor Minister and was Inter on transferred to the Plenipotentiary for 
Labore 

In practice it hanpencd like thise The county labor department would 
state their requirements to the army cistrict commanders who head jurisdiction 
over the enmps. They domanded workers and these workers werc supylied to them 

that wis possible uncer the existing general directives. 
What did the O.K.. have to do with ¢he allocation of labor? 

A. In general, of courso, the supervision so that the employment would 
take place according to the gencral and principal instructions which existed 
in which connection it was not possible, of course, not even for the inspector 
to examine erch individual caso of the cmployment of prisonerse For that, 
after all, the army district gomman‘ers and their prisoner of war system were 
responsible and they wore the suitable personse 

The aatual battle for workers from prisoner of war rcsourccs did not 
really start until 1942. Until then the main employer of such workers had bei 
agriculture and the German railway system and a number of gencral institutions 
but not as much industry and th§s applies particularly to Sovict prisoners of 
war who werc in the main agricultural mone 

te “What was the actual cavse for these labor requircments? 

A. During the winter of 1941-42 the problem arose how soldiers who had 


dropped out, particularly in the castorn theater of war, could be replaced. 
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Requirements which had to be covered were considerable, requirements for 
soldiers who could go to the front and join fighting unitse Exnrossed in 
figures I know now that tho army alone had an annual requiroment of two 


to two and a half million replacomonts. 
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& 
if you consider that about one million of that would come fron normcl rceruiting 
anc. thet half 2 million woul. cone from rehabilitate. men, then that leaves one 
million and « half which ha. to be rupiaced every your anc. they coulc be with 
placeuc at the cisposal £ the survices, 
wes the cuuse fur the very short turn cxchang 
these workers from the wor economy anu in turn their repl-cuicnt by new 
workers who one triod to finc from among prisoners 
on the other hano were found through the Plenip-tuntiary Szu 
finding workers, 
since 


vntire orm forces, that is to soy recruiting 


also why, ow 
and fincins 

het can yeu tell ne 
incustry .n.. in the 

boring the 


incustry which cv 


specific 
micht 


S extrenely 


wod in procuction in 


longer discussed 


that conneetion it was my 


that their use in armament incus ry w2s ohibitec to the army istrict conma 


nly in such incustry whi WAS actuslly procucins 
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But, so as to complete the story, I think I ought to add that at a lator stage 
a Fuchrer ordur once more provid.d for a further casing of the existing instruc- 
tions. They became cven more loose after that, and I think it has buen said 
here that idinivierSpcer is suppos.d to have talked about, I don't know how many 
‘thousands of prisoners of war who were actually employed in matters of war econ- 
omy, But I should like to say that many jobs had to be done in the armament 
industry, waich have nothing to do with the actual production of arms and 
amaunition. 

The prosccution has started to mention f.cquently the fact that prisoncrs 
of war were apprehended and dvtained by the police and were cv-n located in 
concentration camps, Can you give an explanation about that? 

A The way I sec thet case is that preparation, which has un discussed 
carlicr this morning, took place in the camps; that is, the flaying of prisoncurs 
Furthermore, as is known from documents, prisoners of war, against whom the 
powers of discipline*of the commandant werc not sufficient, were suparated and 
handed over to the Secret state Police, Finally, I have alrvacy mentioned the 
subject of prisoners who had aped and were caught and said that a majority 


of them were not returned to their camps, but other instructions on the part of 


or the Chicf of the Prisoner of r System in that diruction, regarding 


4 


the surrender of these prisoners to concentration camps, are not known to me and 
ln. r r } ieo J X 4- ¥ iw + 7 rah J 
have never been issucd, t, trough various channels, through witnesses and 
documents, the facts have been presented here; namely, that the channel was that 
of handing these men over to the police and that they did cnd up in these conce- 


i 


ntration camps That is my 


1 


Frnch Prosecution heve presented a docunent, which bears the number 
1650=PS, This is an order, or I'd rather say that it's supposed to be an ordur 
from the OX ordering that prisoners of war, wi ave escaped and who were not 
vorking, arc to be surrendered to the Security Suervice,the Si After what you'v 
Just told us, you will, no doubt, have to give a statement about that. Further- 
morc, I am ssowing you the document 1514-PS, which is an order from the armed 
forces, Regional District No. 6, from which you will be able to see the proced- 
ure adopted by the OKY on connection with the surrender of prisoners of war to 
+1 


the Secret State Police, 
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A First of all, I want to talk about the document 1650-PS, To begin with 
I have to state that I did'nt know that ordur and that I saw it for the first 
time here during this trisl anc that, even up to now, I haven't buen able to 
establish the fact regarding how it came about, 

Q Wouldn't you like to say, first of all, that the document as such is not 
a document of the OXY? 

I am coming to that, 
I think you ought to start with that in order to Clarify that matter. 

A The document starts as a document which has been confiscetud or captured 
in a police department. It starts with the words "The OX has ordered", After 
that come three numbers, and then it gous in to say, "In this connection I order 
== and that's the Supreme Chicf of the RSHA, It is signed by bucller, not 
Kaltenbrunner, I have most certainly not signed this ordur, the OX numbers 1 
to 3, and I haven't scen it. About that thure is no doubt, The fact alone that 
the expression "Stage 3-D" is used proves that these are expressions which are 
lete expressions. I have to state, therefore, that 


unknown to mu; they are dy; 


cven now I am not sure how this docwacnt was compiled, I can't clarify the 
Situcstion. There are possibilitics, and I should like to neme them bricfly 
becouse I have thought about this a very great dual. Tirst, I don't belicve 
that any dupsrtment of the OK, or the Prisoner of war systcm, or that the chicf 
of the general armed forces department could have issucd this order without hava 
ing instructions, I consider that quite impossible, It was completely contrary 
to the general tendencics, I have noerétolléectien that I have ever given any 
instructions or have cvor received any instructions of this type from Hitler or 
toot I have passed any such instruction on to anybody celse, Finally, even if 
this mey look like an excuse, there wero, of course, certain channels which the 
Fuchrer used, without regard to the proper competent channels, And, if I look 
for an explanation, well, then there would be the adjutant through whom such 
orders could have been possible but that I had not heard about it. I emphasize 
that this is a guess and that it cannot be quoted in my favor. 

One thing I would like to say, and that is with refecrcneé to the document 
L514-PS. This is a captured order from the Army District Command No. 6, which 


is dated July 27, 1944. In other words, it was in the summor of 1944. It duals 
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with prisoners of war who have escaped and how they are to be doalt w 

says "Reference", and then it quotes seven different orders from the year 1942 

up to the beginning of July, 1944. This order deals with the question of 

escaped: prisoners of war and should have been included into this document. If 

the ifilitary Service Department of that district had had such an order, that fact 
has convineced me that there has never been a written order 

received such an order. I 

Cannot say more about it since I cannot prove it, 

You know that the Prosecution has submitted an ordur, according to which 
Russian prisoners of wor were to be mocked by means of tattooinge ‘Jould you 
please make a statement on that? 

The facts are the following: 

During the suumn of 1942, the Puchrer had sunt for the Cuartermester 
General of the army, to whom he talked for suvoral hours at head uarters, and 
who reported to him th onditions in the resr castern army territory. 
suddenly called in, and I wa: id that the Quartermaster Gencral w 
that Russian prisoners of war were escaping by the Thousands covery month; that 
they disapeared among the ; ic an ay were liable to become civilians 


at once because they could discard their uniforms, and that they could, there- 


fore, not be identified any longur, 


I was ordered to investigate that and to prepare some means of identif- 
ying them, which could be visible even after they had dicarded their clothing 
and would mark them cs prisoners of war. Consequently, I sent instructions to 
Burlin, saying that such an order should be prepared but that it should be in- 
vestigated first by the International Law Department of the Forcign Office to 
find out whether such n order could be given at all; and, secondly, of courso, 

oe carried out t.chnic lly. 

id like to say, that I was thinking of some muntion I had hvard of 
tattooing, as has been practiccd by so many seamen and laborcrs in Germany, but 
didn't hear any more, B ne dey I wet the Forvign Minister at the head- 
quarters and I accosted him and tolked to him about the question, The Foreign 

Minister von Ribbentrop know about the inquiry made at the Forcign Office and 


considered the whole thing as extremely trivial, That was the first news I had 
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about the subject. I gavo immediate instructions, whether personally or through 


the adjutant I con't remember, tht the orcer was not to go out, Up to that 


s] d 


timo I had neither seun a draft nor anything which I had to Sign, At any rate 
=) DO Yv 


d. 


I gave tke clear order that that ordur was not to be publishcd, I don't think 
I reevived any more dvtailcd information. I heard nothing moro about it, and I 


} 
Í 


was convinced that had not been published, 
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In ny interrogations I made a statement according to that conceptions 
Now I have learned through my Defense Counsel that the woman secretary of 
the Chief of the Prisoner of War System on her own initiative has offered 
to testify and state that she had orders that ib should be withdrawn and 
should not go out, that they had received these instructions personnaly, 
but she did said in her statement that this had only happened several days 
after the order had actually gone out, and that is the only explanation of 


hat order cannot be found in the Police Department as not being with- 


ir. resident, I shall subnit the affidavit of the witness 


which has been received, I shall submit it to the Tribunal at the appropria 
te tine. 

We are now turning to the case of Sagan: Originally the Prose= 
cution have accused you of having given the order for the killing of fifty 
Royal sir Force officer v ad escaped from Stalag Luft 3 at Sagan. It is 
no longer quite clear to me whether the Prosecution even today are still 
maintaining this accusation, since eich l'arshal Goering and the witness, 
Westhof =- the latter outside the court room == have been interrogated or 
examined, I have before me the interrogation report of Westhof's interroga- 
tion and I have subaitted it to you, I would like to ask you now to sup- 
plement the statement of the witness Westhof, things which he has said and 
which no doubt he will say in this court room in the future, and to state 
what you yourself know about this extremely scrious incident. 

A The facts are that one morning it was reported to me that the 
scape had taken place, At the same tine I received the information tnat 
about fiftcen of the escaped officers had been apprehended in the vicinity 

of the camp. at the midnight report at Berchtesgaden, at the Berghof, I 
had intended to report this, on the whole, very unpleasant case, which 
been the third mass-escape in a very brief period -- I had intended 
not to report it. I had hoped that in the course of the day the majority 
of them would have been caught, so that this mattcr might have found a nae 
tural solution, During my report Himmler appeared and I think that it was 
towards the end of my situation report that he in my presence reported the 
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incident, since he had as usual caused a general scarch for the escape d pri- 
soncrsSe 

Thero was a tromendously excited discussion, a serious clash between Hit 
tleor and nysclf, since he raisod the incredible accusation against ne imnedia- 
tely because of this incident. 

In the reports fron ‘iIesthof things are sonetines incorrectly represented 
and that is why I an making detailed statcnent. 

During this serious clash the Fuehrer explained or stated in o xtreme exci- 
tonent, “These prisoners are not to be roturned to the armed Forces but to 
ronain with the Police". I imediately objected. I said that this procedure was 
impossible. Tho situation led to it that Hitler repeated and declared once more 
nI an ordering that you, Himaler, y will retain then; you will not give then upe" 

I then began to fight for the men who already had been returned, and who 
in accordance with the original order hac to be taken out of canps and surren= 
dercd to the police, That I suececded in doing, but that was alle 

After that very serious clash r= 

Q Please, will you tell ne who was present during that row ? 

I can remember, Colonel General Jodl was certainly at least 
partly present, having heard some of these things, though perhaps not every wor 
because toebegin with he was in the adjoining room, At any rate, Jodl and I 
returned together to our quarters anc wi Jiscussecd the case and talked about 
tho extreme awkward consequences which the whole natter would have, On ny re- 
turn to my quarters I immediately ordered General von Graevenitz to visit me 
and told hin to report to me the following ? orning 

I must clarify in this connection that Reich larshal Goering was not pre- 
sent. If I have been a little uncertain about that some timc during an interro- 
gation, then it was because I was told that witnesses had alrcady confirmed 


o 3 } 
i 


that Gocring was present. But right from the beginning I considered it was in- 
probable anà doubtful. It is therefore also incorrect that Goering raised any 
accusations against me at the timee Thore hadn't been a conference in Berlin 
either. These are mistakes which I think I can explain by saying that the re- 
port made by Graevenitz who came with Westhoff, that he had experienced a scene 


such as was most unusual in military life, because of the harshness of the 


words I used in that connection, because of that incident. 
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Do you want me to say anything more about the discussion with Graevenitz? 

Q The only thing I am intorested in in this connection is, whether you 
reiterated Hitlor's order, which he had given carlicr, in such a senso that he, 
Gracvenitz, and ‘festhof who was also present, would gather the impression and 
be of the opinion that you yoursclf had issued the order for the shooting of 
the cxscaped flicrs? 

A Accordins to the record of this intcrrogation of iesthof's » which 
I have sceon, I can, I think, clarify it by saying the following: 

First of all, I raiscd serious accusations =- I was extraordinarily exci- 
tede I must say that oven the order that the prisoners were to be retained by 
the police caused me extreme worry regaraing their fate, I want to say that 
Openly, because the possibility of their being shot during escape did cxcit 
in my conscience. I certainly talked in cxtrene excitenent at that time and 
didn't weigh every word carcfully, And I have certainly repeated Hitler's 
words, which were, "We nust set an exampleY Since I was afraid of any further 

interfercnees with the prisoner, of war system in any otchr forn, apart 
from this incident of the non~returning of the prisoners to the Arncd Forces 
after having read the rocord anc after having secs Westhof at the sane tine 
that I had said "They will be Shot, and most of thom aro probably dcad already," 
I consider it probable that I have said Some such words, I may have siad, "You 
will see what an unfortunate story this is; it is quite possible so many have 


1 


already been shot." I knew nothing, howcver, about the fact that Shootings had 


already taken placc, and I must admit and confess that Hitler never said a word 
about anybody being shot, in my presence, He only said, "Himmlor, you will hang 
on to thems don't give them up." The fact that shootings had taken place did 
not become known to me until Several cays later, and I gathor fron the filer and 
the Government reports from the british Goverment that not until the 31st -- 
the escape having been on tho 25 = that not until tho 31st did the actual shoot- 
ings take place, 

That is where Westhof is making a mistake, when he is under the impression 
that the order had already been issued in the camp that it was to be made known 
who had escaped and that a nominal roll had to be published of those who had 


been shot. That order didn't come until later, and I remember it, I remember it 
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because of the following story: 

On one of the subsequent days == I think on or about the 31st == ono of 
the adjutants told me that a report had been reecived that shootings had taken 
place, I roquestcd a discussion alonc with Hitler, and told hin that I nad 
hoar: that people had been shot, through the police. All he told me was that 
he too had received that. In oxtrone disgust I told hin what ny Opinion was, 
and at that tine he told mc that it was to be published in the camp to scare 
the others, and subsequently that announcoment appeared in the camps. at any 
rate, some of the rocollections which Vosthof has sworn to are not quite cor- 
rect in his recollection, Evon his cxpressions aa he puts thom may have faults 
-- be vory faulty -- but about that, of course, shall hear him personally, 

Q Did Hitler toll you at any tine that he had ordered the shootings? 

No, he has never told me that. I have never heard it from hin, I 
heard it very much lator, as far as I can remomber, through Reich larshal 
Gocring, wince tho whole incident was of course the subject of many discussions 
and conversations, it being an Air Force camp, 

Q and now I should like to say finally: ân I right in saying that you 
are stating under oath here that you did neither give such an order for the 
killing of these air Force officers yourself personnaly, nor did yourreceive 
and transmit such an order, nor did you learn yourself who gave the order? 

That is correct. I neither reccived that order nor did I know or 


it; nor did I pass such an order on, That I can state and repeat under 


Q We are now turning to deportations: What the Prosecution consider the 
deportation of workers to be, is the transfer of citizens of occupied territo- 
ries to Cermany or other accupied territories for the purpose of usinz them 
for slave labor on defense work or for any other tasks connected with warfare, 
That is the accusation which I have just read to you, Now, the prosecution has 
connected your name to these accusations repeatedly, in the sense that you had 
taken care of supplying workers to Germany war economy -= you and the OKW. You 
know that actually the Defendant Sauckel was the Plonipoténtiary in that sphere 
and I should like to ask you whether before Plenipotentiary Sauckel had been 


appointed, workers had been taken from the occupied territories and brought to 
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Germany. 
A As far as I know, workers were transferred from occupicd territorics 


particularly the Wesr, Belsium, Holland == I don't know about Hollands; but 


ance == workers were ansforred from these territorics to Gornany, That is 
Fra | rere transforred from these territor to G That is, 


at least how I heard it, sccording to what I heard, it was cone by voluntary 
recruiting. I think I can remember that on one occasion General von Stuclpnagel 
the military commander of Paris, told me in Berlin during a meeting that more 
than two hundred thousand voluntecors had reported, but just when that was, I 


cannot recollect nowe 





COW 


The first two documents, E -137 and PS-138, were Jictated in part by 
me at hondquarters. They were sent to departments of the Army, an2 it says 
here, "To the Yommndcr-ineChief of he army, to the Commander of the Jehrmacht 
in the Netherlands, and the Command --ineChicf of the army for Occunicd Trance. 
These mtters originated to answer oucsticns put by various military department 
who consicercd themselves responsi’ for the safckecping or guarding of those 
thinzs which were in occunicd territories, and also officcrs who obviously were 
to collect and to register or otherwise be connceted with thescobjccts of art-- 

confiscate them. 
In one case I believe the Commandinein-Chicf of the Army who: protested 


> 
i 


callcd mc over the phonce In other cases I believe throuch Rosenberg the 
Fuchrer gave me his directions that I was to instruct military departments to 
agree that they were concernod with cirectives which he had ordered and with 
which he agreed. You can sce that these documents were riven out oy my adjutar 
I myself dictated them on the ordcrs of the Fuchrer and transmitted them. 
Perhaps these inquiries occurred because nothine had been prescribed prior to 
that time. Just what happened or wis to hamen to these objects of art I 
\lways represente the view th We were conccrned with sofce 


iscation was not to be thoucht of that question didy't ever 


lircetives, but beyond that I 
concern mysc with those matto I considered those measures 


urely protective, and did not consider them unjust becouse of that 


jurisdiction, 


That is righ 
In this connection I w Jike to pvt a personal question to you. 
at any time so far as th j ts 9 ‘t of conquered countrics or 


oceupicd countrics sro concerned eitle om state or private property -= did 


you ever take any of these objects 2° n or did any depa ent give you anv 





object of art? 


Na, 2 


WAS Never concc 


low, we will com 
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accuse: participatin: in the 


countric westcrn 


touched in l 
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that is, not only that of supplying >f troons, but also the oxploitation of 
those conquered territorios; and ore- nigaticn was planned accordinrly. The 
Wirtschafts Amt Ost an2 Oldenburg =~ that was the name riven to ite 

The connection to the OKY cxiste? and may be traced back too, Dut it 
also must be limited whereby organizational »rennration of the technical 
experts which were required worked tozether with the Four-Year Plan and the 


food ministry and the Jirtschafts Or;anizatien Olčenburze So far as the 


3 


giving of < > and j the OK; ant its chief =-= that is me =-=- we 
Cid not have any command powere The organizetion had beon in cxistence, and 
it was now to be usec by him who hac o te 9 amply this instrument, to 
give instructions, and to work with ite “hen General Thomas wrote in his 
book, which is available here as a cocument == 

Qe 2555—ePS, page 386_ rerhaps you can five us a summary after you have 
finished reading it? 

This is an oxcornt from the bonk by Gencral Thomas in which he 
described his own activity and the activity of the organization which he 
directed in the OK7. Beginning with the ori; of the organization up until 
the war years he says here, "The activity of the Wirtschafts Ruestunes 
during the execution of the castern 


Airective principle 


Qe Please ready only azrpl Por ve SUMMALy e 
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Q Vas the OK; officially connected with these questions? 

No, the OKi/ had nothing to do with it. These matters wore 
handles through the wcll known channels—-the supreme commanders of the army 
and thon through the military commanler in Franco or Belgiua, but, of coursc, 
the essential departments wore those at home in the Reich, but the OKI! 
has never had anything to do with this, 

Q What was the situation vogarding the administration in occupied 
territorics? 

In occupied torritories with civilian administrations, the 
armed forces hac been oxcluded from any administrative or executive powers, 
In those territories, therefore, the arnod forces anc their subdepartinents 
had nothing to do with it cithor, Only in those torritorics, which were 
still operational aroas for the army did wo have executive powers, the mili- 
tary troops, the supreme commanders, so en and so forth. The OKW was once 
again not included in the service channels. 

Q The defendant Saukel hac, according to the record of an interro- 
gation which has been submitted here, said that it was 2 matter for you or 
OKI] to instruct the military commanders of the occupied territories 
that he, during his recruiting campaigns, had had thoir support, What 

you say of that? 

That view of Plenipotentiary Saukel ean be explained obviously 
by the fact that he neither knew the official service channels nor the 
jurisdictions that were used in the armed forces, also, on one or two 
occasions, he may have seen mo present during Ciscussions regarding the 
furnishing of laborers, and, thircly, on occasion he came to see me when 
he reported to me after he had his orders, It was probably by Hitlerts 
orders thet he went to see the Chief of the OK, but the OKY had nothing to 
do with it. It had no right to give orders, but I did agree to represent 


the General Quartermaster and Saukel in any matters connected with the OK, 


but any orders to military commanders or any such service departments in the 


occupied territories have never been given by me. It was, in fact, not one 
of the tasks of tho OKI to do so. 


Q 4, document has been submitted here according to which General 


Stapf and Nagel had agreed to ask you to exercise pressure or coercion 
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during the recruiting compzigns in the East. That, at any rate, is the 


statement made by the Prosecution, Do you know this story? 


It was brought back to my recollection when the document was 


presented, It was obviously an attempt on the part of Stapf, who had 
worked uncer me for a long time, to get some cooperation of the Fuehrer 
through me as an intermediary, An attempt had obviously been made by Stapf, 
who was the Director of the Economic Staff East at the time, and General 
Nagel, who was also mentioned in this connection, who had the Econcmic 
Inspecterate Department in the East, an attompt to include re in the problem 
anc, according to the cocunent, to try to have some pressure Drought to bear 
from aveve, but I took no steps at all on that as I had nothing to do with 
these matters, 
THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps 
( 4. recess wo 
Q The French rrosccuticn, ‘mong others, has accused you of is 
directives regarding .tcguarding and confiscation of objects 
livrsrics, and so forth. Before the eampcign in the West or in the East, 
were there any military orders, directives or general principles laid down 
which would apply to objects of art and how ese things were to be treated? 

No, according. vo my knowledge, nothing st aout these matters 
ab all. We had th. ught corefuily anc thoroughly, but in this respect, 
nothing hed boon Gone, end I do not know that any directives or any instruct- 
dons of any kind existed, 

2 an suomitting three documents to youe=docunonts subriitted by 
the French Prosecution-~in which you are mentioned in connection with the 
Special staff of Rosenberg. These are coewrents PS-137, PS-138, and PS-140. 
Toy arc documents by the Chief of the OKW to the commander in chief of the 


army in France and in the Netherlands. 





E ERS H0102 — 0025 


"For the leadership of economy or general directives of the 
Eastern territory the Wirtschaftsfnehrungs Stab Ost, which belonged to 
the Four-Year Plan and the Flan Barbarossa Oldenburg, was responsible. 
All State Secretaries were responsible» kesponsible for the execution 
of all measures of economic and aruament matters was the Wirtschaftstab 
Ost under the direction and command of the 

What were the relations or the conditions in the West? 

A Very briefly, the small sroup of experts which were active in 
the quartermaster Corps in the West 2t a later phase of cccupation=-as 
as anything beyond a continuous supzly for daily needs of the troops, 


including fuel, was concerned, there was a special directive beginning 


with June that has already been explained by the Reichsmarshal, and the 


power for that was given ove ) She Four-Year Plan and the plenipotentiary 
for that, That was the Fuchrer decree. 

That was in this Document 2353=FS, which we have alreacy men- 

ge 304. I don't need 
permit, so that guestions 
ented, that the affidavit of the defendar 

Document Bock No or the Wirtschaftsruestuns Amt (The Economic Arma- 
ment Office) i e OKW would be considered as Document K 11 to be 
mitted in evid assur hat the Prosecution will agree with thi 
rrocedure. 

THE ts NT: What is it in 3 

DR. NELTE: Dooument Do. Nee 2. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Di. NELTE: Noe in this Document Book 
and following, Document Book 2, which has cen submitted to the 
The document is dated 29 March 1945 

THE TRESIDENTs: What date 

DR. NELTE: The 29th of karch 1946. -I believe there is no 
date found in the copy on the docunent booke I will present the original, 
The date is on that originale 

THE PRESIDENT: How is it des ibed at the head of the document? 


We have a document dated 4 March 126, "The Economic Armament Office of the 
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Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht" 


THE PRESIDENT: Yus, very well. 
DR. NELTE: It is possible, Mr. President, but there does not 
seem to be any doubt about the identity of the document. 


BY DRe NELTE: 


Now I am coming to a to: ic which is being presented again and 


Tok 


} f 


again beforethe High Tribunal, a topic which seems to be very cificult on th 
account and especially since very tittle understanding is known 2s to why 
these questions are pute In any event, you have been 

that in your capacity as a member of the government, 2s the rrosecution 
contends, you had knowledge, and muet have had knowledge, of those things 
which tock place in concentration campse Therefore I am obligated to put 
this question to yous dust what you know about the cxistence of the cone 
ventration camps--how much you knew and in what connection you had contact 
with theme Did you know about the existence of concentration camps? Did 

you know thet they did exist? 

Yes, I knew even before tie war that there were concentr-tion 
camps andat that time I knew of two camps, and I surmized and assumed that 
beyond these two which I knew of there were other concentrstion cany 
As far as further particulars are concerned about the cxistence of concen- 


tration camps, I didn't have them, As far as internees in sum 
were concerned, I knew that habiturl criminals were there and political 
Opponents, and 2s Heichsmarshal Geocring has said, that wrs the basis of 
these institutions, That was the reason for havin. theme Shell I continue? 
Did you hear anything abuut the treatment of internces? 
no particulars and heard nothinge I assumed that this 
as an apprehension place where severe measures would be taken, or severer 


measures would be taken, and were takens but ss to actual onditions and 


as far as mistreatment of internecs was concerned, as has been shown here, 


I didn't know about tht. 

I tried to free individuals who I assumed were in concentration CAMPS « 
Once I was concerned with the frccing of Fastor Niemceller, ond thet was in 
connection with Reedcr, I tried on the request of Grand Admiral Raeder to 


free Fastor Niemoeller from the concentration camp, this this attempt did not 
ape7 
$ { 
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Succeed, I made 2 second attempt on the request of a family in my home 
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village where a farmer wes in a concentration camp because of a political 
matter, and in this case I succecded, The individual involved wos freed. 
That was in the autwm of 190, I talked with this man, and on the ques- 
tion of just what did take place he gave me an answer which really didn't 
tell me anything; but anything beyond that I did not hear from this man. 
n that I knew nothing of other C2SES, 
As to this conversation, Cid you have the impression that nothing 


.pense to this man? 


Undoudtedly. I didntt sec him directly after his relu7se,. 


him later at my own nome and talked vith him, because he a a mece He 


‘idn't say anything about havine been badly treated or anything like that 


officers of the 


i sm convinced that these visi ook pla at the request of 
I was invited sy him personally, on t wasto visit the 
au that he wanted me to Sees; and I know that officers in delcgations 
ler number visited to inspect and see what was going on. 
just whet took pl Ce, especially in connection 

been shown. As a supplement I w uld like to say it was not=- 
hear that all sc of things tock place in encentrrticn camps 

if any one hac hese rum > me and one would have 


you know and just whers do you know that from"? ihis person 


always say, "I really de knows; I just hcarc this myself." You 


could never pin a person like that down. One might have had thoughts 


out these things; but as far ^s “etual knowledge of these thiacs wes 


cerned, no one had any resl ine. 2 and couldn t huve ite 
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Q You heard that medical experiments were mace on these internees, 
anc that that allegedly took place in connection with higher channels. I woul 


like tAk whether you personally, or ycu ih your official capacity, had 


knowledge Af thate 


& No, neither in my official capacity nor in any other way; I never 
hearc. anything about these medical experiments, 

w I am turning now to a complex of questions relating to an assertion 
by the prosecuticn that y.u intendec, or, in any case, were participating, in 
timing to have General Weygand and Giraud Assassinated. 

You know that Witness Lahousen, onthe 30th of November, 1945, testi 
that Admiral Canaris, since November of 1940, was being pressed by you to do 
away with the Chief of the French General Staff, General Wey-and. Lahousen 
said further that Canaris told theheads of his departments that, after having 
talked with youe 

Dic you talk with Canaris about this case of General Weygand? 

4& That is pr.bably true n the while, for at that time there were 
intelligence reports that General Weyzanc was traveling in North Africa, that 
he was inspecting colonial troops as well, I consider it as a matter of coure 
that Í told the Chief of C unter-Intellicence, Canaris, It would have to be 
possible to etermine the aim of his journey, at which sp. ts he was traveling 
in North africa, anc whether any military sienificance should be attached tc 
this visit, whether there were any intentions on his part towards any activaticr 

Colcnial Trocps in North Africa, He wa cry, throuch his department. 

ut gust what was taking place. 
Anc I assume to nave hin watched? 
Yes 
Gould the © urter-Intellizence Department send its people tc North 
africa? 
I believe so, yes, by way of Spain anc Spanish Moroeco, There were 
channels of getting information and intelligence, and Canaris, as I knew, 
had connections to Morocco by way of Spain, and he made use cf these channels, 
My questicn was ¢-ncernec with tois, whether, after the agreement wit 
France, an official possibility existed to visit North Africa. 


# Yes, of course, after the armistic. there were Disarmament 
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Commissions, an’ these commissicns were in North Africa; as well as in France, 
any departments of the Army were cunnectec with the control of the armament 
of the North African trocps. 

Could there have been any interest in wishing General Weygand ill? 
Was he a specific opponaənt cf Germany? Coulc it have been for political reascnę 


or what reascns? 


* In order to jucze conditisns and relati ns, that General weyzand 


misht be considered uncomfortable -= there is no basis for any statement like 
thate At the end of Septenber and the beginning of October of the same year, 
connections with Marshal Petain had been started then, on the well-known 
ecollaboraticn policy, which, in the winter cf 190-1, reached its climax, 
It was absurd tc even think of wanting to do away with the Chitef cf Staff of 
Marshal Petaing 

In the general treatment of the situation in North Africa, such was 
not to be thcught of because we had many officers and professi nal soldiers in 
the Colonial army in the winter cf 19.1941, We freed them from their 
impriscment and zave them to the French Government for their use. Amonz them 
there were generals,mc I remember General Juin, vho, according to cur knowledgi 
at that tim, hac been Chief -f the General Staff of North africa for many year; 
At my sugsesticn this man was put at the disposal of the Marshal, with the aim 
of using him for Colonial purposes, 

Not even the slightest motives were present to wish General Jeygand ill 
or to think of anythine drastic. 

% Is it correct that even conferences with the French General staff 
and Laval took place about a reneral operation in Africa and an enforcement 
of West africa? 

Among the cuments cf the French Armistice Delegation there 
must be a large number cf cocuments in which all c nceeptions regarding North 
Africa and Central and West africa were asked for in connection with the fact 
that even in the winter cf 1940-41, in French Gentral Africa, riots hac taken 
place, against which the French Government wanted to take measures. 

I believe in the spring cf 1941, in Paris, a conference cf several days! 
Curation tcok place, with the French General Staff, for the preparation of 


measures in which the German Wehrmacht would participate, 
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w Theref rey there is no motive which we can see, and in this conversati 
with Canaris s mething must have been said which could lead to this misuncer= 
standin:. Can ycu tell me anything at all which might have brought about this 
misunderstanding? 

ry acccrcing to the very Comprehensive picture drawn by Lahousen in his 
testimony, perhaps at a later meeting I said, "Just what about Weygand?" 

Then Lahousen mizht have drawn the conclusion in that sense, as he pictured it 
heree He said, "Dem Sinne Nach", in the sense to have him put aside, and, 

in anawer to the questi n, that was, he Said, to have him killed, and it is to 
be inferred in that Waye 

I must remark thet Canaris was aline with me. frequently, and scmetimes 
brousht the cniefs of his departments along. In these Ciscussi:ns which we 
had alcne, I believe he was frank with mee if he had misunderstod me, We would 
have discussed it, but he never said anything like that, 

® Is it clear in your mind that if a putting asice of Weygand had been 
considered at all, it would have been an act of hizh political siznificance? 


eS} of course. In the collaboration of Hitler and Petain that would 


most remarkable political acts which w ull have been possit 


u believe that if that had taken place a break would have 

resulted? 

Yes, cne would have had to count n thate 

You mean with ecnsideration of the personality of Weygand? 

YESe 

Can you say anything at all t clarify this matter? Can you state any 
reason why some things which never did take place == 

A Even as to the later facts -» that is, the bringing of Weygand t: 

Germany, and the ccupation of the so far unoccupied Southern France == I can 
tell you only what I was told by the Fuehrer himself. He had decreed that 


there was to be an interning in his bwn home, without cisturbing the General, 
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It wis to be an honorary guard, but not at cll a prisonor of war state. That 


was in the year 1942. 


+ 
Therefore, you cispute conclusively and repeatedly undor oath that 
i J 3 


you ever fave an order or in any way expressed yourself that the conclusion 


` 


miht be drawn th:t you intendcet 


1 


or you wishe? that Gencral Jeoygant be put 

Yes, I can confirmant assert thet again, 

The witness Lahousen als: ked nbout the case Giraud od fave a 
picture similar to that of the case cygan’?. In both cases he was not, bee 
cause of his own knowledsc, in a position to say that you had or’erea that, bu 
he cic report what Canaris had tol’ him on’ illustrated his testimony through 
later hanpeningse ‘ho case Firaud croates a sensation at the tince I wuld 
likc to have you give us your picture as you saw it an? your part in the 
conversations about Giraude 

fe *he flight of Giraud from the Fortress Koeni¢stein near Dresden on 
the 19th of “pril, 1942, created much attention, and I was accuse of laxity 
in guarding a military fortresse The escape was successful ‘Jespite all 


7 


attempts to recapture him on his way back to France -= to apprhenc him either 
by the police or through the militarye 
Canaris had instructions from me to watch all border stations to France 
anc Alsace-Lorraine -- to supervise those borecr stations most exactly so 
that we coul? recapture him. “no police wer: taking part in this humt too. 
ght to ten cays aftcr his oscape it was malc public that the reneral 


hea arrive’ home in France safely. If in this perio? any dircetions wero 


issued 


by me, in the preliminary intorrogations I have already stated these 
words which were probably uscd = "We have to have the gencral back either 
or alive." Something to that effect I am sure I must have saic. He hnd 
an’ was now in Frances 
ii +, A ° r . ys 
he sccond phases hrough the embassies Foreign Minister Ribbentrop 
efforts to have the feneral returne? voluntarily to a state of prisoner. 


general ceclared himself ready tə come to the occupied territory an? dis- 


this mtter. My opinion was that it might be possible that the general 
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© this, on the basis of the fricn“ship which Petain had received as 
far as the freeing of French scncrals from prisonership was conccrnec. 

Then, in occupied territory, in the heacquartcrs of a German army group, 
this mcoting was effecte! with Goen:ral Pirau’ anc the Aiscussion of his return 
took place. By telephone I was advised >f the presence of the general in 
Occupied territory. It was in the hotel whcre the German officers were 
billetes 

The proposal of the commanċing goncral was that if the concral did not 
wish to return voluntarily it wul? be very simple to apprehend him. The 
approval for this was categorically refused by me, for I considered it a 
breach of confidence. The scnornl had come in confidence an^ he returned 
unmolested. 

attampt anc tho wish in some way to hive the reneral 
back in military custoty micht be trace’ back to the fact that Canaris told 
me that the family of the gencral was in territory occupied by German troops, 
an” it would be a matter of course that the general would try to sce his 
family, perhaps only after a certain period of time after calm had returned 
to the situation. He surrested certain measures t> me, so that if the reneral 
was carrying out such visits to rocapture him at that times Canaris saie that 
he personally wonl’ take those preparations throuzh his offices in Tarise 

In the sunsequent period of time nothine happene’, an? as a matter of 
course I asked == Lahousen was with Canaris an’ other men were with him =-=- 
what happened in the case of Giraud or just what was taking place on the 
question of Giraul, “he words used by Mr. Lahousen were : "It is very hard 
but we shall lo everything" That was his answere Canaris did not reply at 
alle That is somethinz which I om just seeing today for the first time, al- 
though it wasn't significant at that time. 

Shall I continue? This is the fourth vhnse: Hitler now told me, "This 
just nonsense. Wea ot getting any results. Counter intelligence is not 
concerned with this and can't handle this matter. I will turn this matter over 


to Himmler an2 let us keep the counter intclligence 6ut of this, for they will 
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never reapprehenc the generale" 

kamiire) 6 Fo es i 

4cmiral Canaris sai? at that time thit he was counting on the fact that 
; Or oe i i : 
if Gencral Girau’ set foot in the occupied territory he would take the 
necessary security measures through the French secret state police and per- 
aps a cc if i 
haps a conflict mirht ensuce But it was well known that the gencral was a 


very doughty 





NN 
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Soldicr, and at the age of sixty hehad lowcred himself by a rope over a precipic 
That is PER escape was effcucted, 

Fifth phase: According to Lahousen, the giving over of the task to the 
Secret State Police, the chiefs of the divisions had done this because I again 
asked "How areimatters with Giraud?" He wanted to be rid of such troublesome 
problums., Cancris came to me and asked mu whether he should transmit this 
mission to the police or the RSHA and I said "Yes"; for the Fuchrcur had told me 
repeatedly thet he wanted to transmit this mission to Himmler, 

ne next phase: Some period of time later Himmler came to see me and con- 
firmed to me that he had həd the order from Hitler to Supervise and guard Giraud 
and his family unobtrusively and said I should stop Canaris concerning himsclf 
with this casce., He had rcports that Canaris was trying to carry on matters 
along parallel lines, I agreed, 

Now we come to the phase which Lahousen described at length that I asked 
about "Gustav", I wanted to direct Canaris immediatcly to stop 
activity in this mission, for the Hitler decree had come out. 

According to the lengthy reports by Lahousen that excuses weri sought and 
other things, thet things were lookid at in s mystic way, as he describes it-- 
this is more the creation of fantasy rather that reality, I had Cansris summons 
ed to me, for he was at Paris rather than Burlin, In the beginning he had done 
nothing, and he considered himself in a very uncomfortsble position as f 
was concerned, for he had licd to me, hen he came I said, "Do nothing more in 
this matter; keep yoursclf entirely away from it, 

Then the next phase: The escape which took place without any trouble-- the 
escape of the General to North africa by plane-- this was reported before the 
invasion of North Africa by the Anglo-American troops, That concluded the case, 

Neither counter intelligence nor police activity ever took place, and never 
did I cven use the words "To do away with the General." Never did I use such 
language, 

The final phase in this entire thing perhaps sounds like a story, but it is 
true nevertheless, The general, in 1944--perhaps in February or hiarch--took a 
plane or had a plane sent from North Africa to thu region of Lyon in France, 


with a liaison man who reported to the Ausland Abwehr and asked whether the 
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General could return to France and what was to happen to him on his landing in 
France, The question was turned ovur to me. Colonel-Gencral Jodl is my witness 
that these things actually did take placo. The chicf of the counter intelligence 
was with me, and the answer was thet he was to have the some trentment as 
General leygand who was already in Germany. 

There is no doubt that the Fuchrer would agree to dissimilar treatment. 
Nothing actually did happen, and I have no further knowledge as to what took 


place later on; but these events actually did 
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Q To supplement this matter, I must put a few questions to you for the 


French Prosecution has mentioned that later, in a later phase, the family 


of Gencral Giraud had inconveniences or disadvantages of a rather serious 
nature. In this connection with the investigation of Giraud, you remember 
at this time he was in occupicd France, did you cause them any trouble? 
Did you give them any directives which would limit the family in any way? 

A Noe It was an unobtrusive supervising of the residence of the family 
so that a visit whichhe might have had planed ==- so that we would know 
about ite But no measure of any kind was tak.n at the time. There was 
nothing like that. 

Q That is, no measure was taken by you and you had no knowledge of 


AES 


anything having taken place? 


General Giraud is still alive and I again ask you, Can you confirm 
or asscrt -- did you give an order or a directive which might be interpreted 
that Goneral Giraud was to be Killed? 

& Nọ I never gavc an ordcr of that kind. That would have been silly, 
The sentcnee "2 have to have hin back, dead or alive," it did not have 
anything tc do in that connectimne I never gave any order of this kinde 

DR» NELTE: I have concluded my direct examination of 
Keitele I will ask that you permit me the affidavit -- the last one =- 
in document book number 2, Affidavit No» 6. I would like to swmit that 
affidavit in cvidence, It is on page 51 following and esceerss 

THE PRESIDENT: Didn't you put that in as EK-12 yesterday? 

DR. NELTEs K-13, Mre Presidente 

I have K-12, 
Today I submit it as K-13. 

THE PRESIDEN is affidavit that you want to submit now, where is it 
and. what's the date of it? 

NELTE: It's page 51, following, and it is dated 9 March 196, 

PRESIDENT: Yes, I Secce 

DRe NELTE: This affidavit has also been attested to by Colonel General 


Jodl and I ask that when he is called on the witness stand that I may ask hir 
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about this affidavit and submit it to him fæ his confirmation at that time? 
THE “RESIDENT: Very well. 
MR. DODD: If the court pleasc, we have looked into the matter of the 


So-called interrogation of General Von Falkenhorst referred to yesterday 


and Dr, Neltc, insofar as we can dctermine, this paper was never offered 


in evidence by any members of the Prosecution. It was referred to by 

Me Dub»st, I mean, it was not refervod to b him but it was included in his 
“brici, i did not refer to it and I did not offer it in evidence, “has is 
how it came into the hands of Dr, Nelte, but not in evidence. 

THG PRASIDENT > Does Dre Nelte want to offer it in evidence now? 

“sh to submit it as K~lj, as exhibit No. K-le 
13 it got » 19 number or another number? 
Presider.:. o has no other number, 
pank you, Nw, do any of the other Defense Counsels 
want to asx gucsiions” 
MER (Cov.sel forDərcndant Goering): Dr. Stahmer -~ for 
Defendant Gocring. 

Witness, in connection with your formor statement, you amswered the 
question of your counsel with certainty saying that licichsmarshall Goering 
was not present at the conference in which Hitler gave directives about 
the flicrs which had fled from the Vamp Sagan and after that you furthe 
said that a briefing conference with Goering in Berlin did not take placce 
I only have the following questione Several weeks after that escape, were 
you informed by the General Staff of the Air Force in a letter — were 
you informed that the Luftwaffe wanted to relinquish these prison camps? 

A Yes, I reccived this letter and after repeating it to Hitler I also 
sent it to hime 

DR. STAHVER: I have no more questionse 

Re SEIDL (Counsel f or Defendant Frank): Dre Seidl -- Counsel for 
Defendant Drs Frank. The defenda, t Dr. Frank, was, at the beginning of the 


war, a Lieutenant in the Regimental 9th army, is that correct? 
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Q Do you remember, in the year 192, that you reccived, in 1942; 
a letter from the thon General Governor Dre Frank concerning the fact 
that he wanted to rejoin the Wehrmacht? The purp»se of that letter was to 
be relieved of his office, 

A Yes, a letter of that kind was received by me and I presented it 
to the Fuehrer who, by a typical Hitler gesture -- it was a simple gesture - 
rejected the matter. Through the officer who at the time was with Frank I 


let hin know about that decision, 


DRe DIX: (Counsel for Defendant Schacht): Sir, it is thrce minutes 


to one and it won't take me verv long, but it micht take me beyond 1:00 
a OIJ © J 

o'clock, so that if we could adjourn now I could put my question to the 

witness after it is over, 


THE PRESIDENT; Very well, we will adjourn until 2:00 otelóck, 


adj uned until 1400 hours») 
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Official transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal in the matter of The 
United States of America, the French Republic, 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics against Hermann Wilheln 
Hocring et al, Defendants, sitting at 
Nurnberg, Germany on 5 April 1946, 1400-1700, 
ord Justice Lawrence presiding. 


WILHEIM KEITEL -- resumede 


DIRECTI EXAMINATION —- continuede 


DRe DIX (Counsel for defendant Schacht): May it please the Court, this 


witness is competent and has full knowledge in order to give the Tribunal 
definite figures about the expense for armaments undergone by the Reich but 
the witness is certainly not in a position to have these figures ready at 
all timese My colleague, Professor Kraus, therefore, during my absence, was 
kind cnough to mark these figures dovm in cooperation with the assistance 
of the witness and this written statement at that time, in order to avoid 
any misunderstanding, was gned by the witness. In order to assist his 
nomory or recollection concerning these figures, I ask now to be permitted 
to have submitted to the witness this statement which he had signed. Of 
this document, I have had translations made into three languages in question 
and I now submit to the Tribunal cight copics I also have four copies for 
the four delegations of the prosecution, and in German I have copies for tho 
defendants! counsel, of Keitel, Jodl, Racder, Doonitz, and the OKW. 
May I ask for just onc moment so that the witness can read it? 
BY DR. DIX: 

Q Witness, would you please refer to or look at the first column which 
has the title "Total Expenditures," the sccond and third colum, which 
sub-divide these sums and show that thoy have becn raised by the Reichsbank 
bn the onchand and on the other side those are figures which I should like 
to have certified during the interrogation of Schacht himself, because these 
wore tho results of calculations of Schacht, and the witness here camot 

information about these, but may I ask you concerning these 

smoncitures of the Reich fron 15253 that is, the fiscal year 


i 


si whether the 





AN 


figures which we have here, of S billions for 1935, 7 billions for 1936, 


z 


9 billions for 1937, 11 billions for 1938, ang 20.5 for 1939, are thos 
figures correct? 

A According to my conviction these figures are correct. May I also 
add that I had an opportunity during the beginning of my period of 


captivity to speak to the Reich Finance Minister about these figures and we 


found coordination of our opinionSe 


Now, 2 question about tho condition of the armament of the Reich 


on the Ist of Avril 1938. Is it correct to say that at that time there 
existed 24 infantry divisions, 1 armored division, no motorized division, 

1 mountain division, and 1 cavalry division, and that there were in the proce: 
of being established, 10 infantry divisions and 1 armored division, and if 

I may limit it further, that of the thrce reserve divisions on the lst of 


April 1938, none had been completed and only 7 to 8 wore in the process of 


being cstablished, which was expected to be done by the lst of Octcber 1938. 
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A 


à I consider these figures correct and therefore I have also confirmed 
this affidavit. 

DR. DIX: That is as far as this documents goes. I would lik- to put two 
More questions tot the witness which have not been discussed with him and con- 


corning which I do not know whether he is prepared to give us the figures in 


q icstion. 


} I consider it possible that the Tribunel would be intcrestcd in the pro- 


portion between the Reich, oan the one hand, and Czechoslovekia on the other hand 
t 3 > 


J 


that is the relation of strength at the time of the merch of Hitler into Czecho- 
s the relation of strength (a) concerning the erncd forces and 
the civilian population, 


A 


A I could not give accurate figures scout that at present. In a previous 


Ge 


> 


intcrrogetion I have been questioned sbout it and I buli. n Ve quite 


correct figures, saying that in the foll of 1938-- 


that time as far 

re concerned, wore less divisions in rmany than Cavchoslov- 

akia could dispose of n the fall of 1938 they may have been equally strong as 
P. e ; Sat ` 
fər as divisions 


proportion of at had been prepared 


important to this Tribuna, 


do not know anythin; 
will eventuelly ask General. Jodl about that later, 
uaily offer this document in evidence 
Isthat what vyouintend to do? 


mie it 
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documints, Therefore, it is not necessary now that you kccop it. You will find 


But 


it agein in the document book ^t the time when the Schacht case comes up. 


I would like to suggest that the copy which I have given to the witness should 


become 2 part of the record because my questions have roforrcd to this document, 

fore, it may be necuss sry to make this copy o port of the record. 

If you went to make it ^. part of the record it had better ube 
better bo SL 


Lor as hir ) > moy ui 


Dr stehmer, for Dr servatius for the deiendsant Sauckel, 


itness, on the 4th of January, \llugecly a conversatia took placc- 


= a confcirence took place between the Tr and Sauckel about the questim of 


MANPOWCL e 


ye d oO 
you prescnt? 


to the dumands of manpower 


hat reasons 


He reported found in the arcas from 


z activity of partisan bands, 


his disposr.l and similar 


wh 4 al 
woaLen 


capitulation 
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Lender of the delegation? 


I took the plenipotentiary papers with me to Berlin anu these p pers 


3 


d by Grossadmir-1 Docnitz in his capacity as Chicf of State and 


Nd 
Supremo Comic the armed forecs and contained, in « few words, that he gave 
power and the order to conduct negotiations anc to fulfill the capitulatio: 


cre these papers cxamined by the jllics snd confirmed? 


of the aftcurnoon of May Eth they asked me for them and app- 


A In the course 
j and sevcral h the papers wore returned 


m 4 f- P m ar A Pd } 3 y ai m 
Went.y CACMINSA the documents 


y a high officer of the Ru Army with the words that I had to show them 


1 


to hiv 
at the ocension 
Did vou sh 
of attorney when the act of capitulstion took 
Gued it to the documents. 
the dcufcnd-nt Jodl): 
ü have given us sn oexplan: 1 of the 
Fuchrer 
Shanecllor on the Supreme Command 
‘rméd forces was d-signated as the lilitary Staff of the Supreme Commander 
of the Wehrmacht, In tha nt you we he Chisi of Staffe 


1s your Chicf of Staff, 


No, General Jodl never was my Chief of , and the Chief of an office 
Command of the armed Forecs, as I have already stated, 
f of several coordin-tud offices? 


never such thing as a Chief of Staff of my personal office 


L 


ms mode here about the discussion between Schuschnigg and Hitler 


my 


The Court 


at Obersslzberg. You rememocr that. 
to this conversation. 
at this conversation 
not present and his knowledge is derived from 2. conference whic 
vd here between himrand Canaris about the information as to curtain mil- 


Ltory preparstions during the days efter the conference with Schuschnigg, that is 


y, it is sn impression which General Jocl had gained as a result of the 
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explanstion given to hin. 


In the course of prep srations to solve the Gurmcn-Caechoslavakian quustio: 


Sudtten question, cnd incident which was allegedly to be construed played 
i 2 O Y t 


Dea 


2 great role. Did you ever give an order tothe department under Cancris to 
bring cbout such an incident st the Czcchoslovekion border? 


ar 


= 1 wA = P AS tey ` ott her m a+ 
WO Such Oravrs oi Qirectives were ever givn oy Me av 


On 


ftor iiunich in October 1936, Field iershal, the then Chief of the Dupe 
artment of National Dufense, the dufendant Jodl, left this position nc he was 
transfvurred to Viennz. “tho was his 
A Jodl was transfcrred to the Fro: He became on artillery chicf with 
the division in¥enna anc his Succes ws “orlinont, at that time Coloncl 
‘arlimont,. 
Q That is to 


A v 


A LCS, 
Q If I understood you correctly, tht 
leave but he was mnsicrred out of his officc? 
troop officcr 
to Jodl in the 
iow, the Prosecution has said thet at the occasion of that f mous con- 


nt or 


hothing, he was ct thot time zn officer at the fro. nd commander in 
Vienna and he had nothing to do with it, 
+ 


` > + ? + a a e Tarn Nhs 4 
ala you designate Jodl Chici 





TO 
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Ae That was in consequence of our work from 1935 to '38 which we had 
torether, and I thought that I could not find a better man for that position. 
How did Jodl’picture his military career after the assumption of his 
career in Vienna or in Bruenn? 
ås I knew about his passion and his desire to become commander of a 
mountain division. He has frequently told me about it. 
~ell, would there have been any chance to ret such a command? 
úe Yes, I have tried to use my influence with the Supreme Command of 
the Army, and I remember that during the summer, 1939, I wrote him that his 
desire to become the commander of a mountain civision 
don't remember the name =-=- will come truce 


that information. 


he Supreme Command of the Army and he decide’. 
If I understand correctly, you, yourself, notified Jodl? 


because I knew that he would 


I wrote to him during 
thet yceare 
I ask that f a very a CASO Jocl was excluded from the 
OKs. He knows tha an eventuality of being chief of the Armed 
Forces Leadership Staff laters thot is to say, an important nosition. 
tco the front, I should sayy, and one shoul’ think that then he would not only 
receive a private letter once from you but would be kent informed by you 
regularly. 
That was certainly not done from my side, and,.accordine to my pere 
sonal opinion, every gencral staff officer who comes to the front is very 
ny if he is not bothered with such thi ny more. 
Je Yes, but fate coe ot grant us everything which makes us hapny. 


1 


It could be possible that officially, for instance, one would have to rive an 
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somebody and inform .this gentleman, instruct him. 
Ae No, I have not done thate I don’t believe that was done, but I don't 
know for sure whethcr somebody might not have informed hime 
Ye During the period when Jodl was in Vienna and Bruenn, that is, away 
from Berlin, was he repeatedly in Berlin in order to ect information? 
A. I have not seen him and he did not come to see mee I believe it very 
unlikely because he would have come to see mee 
Then I have to understand first that shortly before the beginning 


x 


of the war, upon a telesran, he came to Berlin and he had to be informed as 
to what was foing on? 
Yes, that was the first contact betweon him and myself. 


r 


ou informed him? 


Another thing, Fieldmarshal, you remember, perhaps the somewhat 
stormy morning in the Reich Chancellory aftor the Simowitsch Putsch; that 
the 27th of March 1941? 

Ae Yes, yes, Yugoslaviaeş 


3 


+ If we look bæk ani think of the political and war history of the 
last two hundred yoars in Earop¢, they we ask ourselves; 

"Jas there nobody durinc that conference in the Reich Chancellory who 
could hve said, or who had said nstead attackine a state, whose 
attitude was not quite cloar, rizht away, shouldn't we cenloy our troops alon” 
the border and then by dinlomatic negotiations nd the solution?*" 

fie Ho, under thosc turbulent conditions during th.t morning session, as 
much as I know, Jodl himself rsonally, mentioned that in the course of 
the 
border and try to find a solutione 

am correctly informed, in October '41, for the purposes of 
inspection or a visit to the army groun, you wre in the 
correct? 
Ae Yes, in the fall of 


to cet information for the Fuch 
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Fieldmarshel Leb the commander of that Marresrrunnen? 
Yos, he wise 


Did von Leb tell you ahout particular worries which Fe 


Yes, I think that was the ne she last visit to Leb where the 
question of 2 surrender =e thet 30 SA the question of the population of 
Leningrad played an important role, and it worried him very much at that 

definite signs already of the population streaming 
at that time he asked me to make the 
could not take over millions of civilian 
ithin his army group, thet a sort of opening should be 
left that the vopulation could be evacuated in the direction of the Russian 
Did the population come into your cir 


to the ex- 


get throurch the 


order of that kind would be issued, it 
nounced publicly? 


83 that was announced b a daily armed forces reporte 


after the 
"The 
the followine rerulations: 
The first paragraph is not interesting and then, as the secondpoint, is 


the followinr sentence: 
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"In the future all terror and sabotare troops of the British and their 
es who do not behave like soldiers, but rather like bandits, will be 


` 


consicerod and treated by the Cerman troops as such anê they will be killed 


1 


he strugrle wherever they appear without any consideration," 
Ficldmarshal, who has written these words? 


The Fuehrer personallye I was present when he dictated and corrected 


LATERNS R (Counsel for the General Staff and the OKT): 
I should lie to continue with the maint which was the last 


one that Dr. Johrreiss mentioned. It ealt with the Commando Order Y0.498-TS 


. 
In that Commndo Order uncer No 6, Kitler threatened that all commanders 


h 


would be responsiblo under court mrtial if they would not carry out this 


is 


Do you know about the conditions which led Hitler to formulate the 


are quite clear, should thin > is to say, based on 
that this order shoul: definitely be carried out, the general and 
it out would consider it as a very severe once 
wished to put more pressure on thet rerulation by threatening puni sent and 
to force them to carry it oute 
low, I should like to put several questions to you concerninc the 
character of the soecnlled sroup of the Gencral A id e OKW Witness, 
you understand by the German General Staff? 

those officers who by special training 
THE PRESIDENT: The 


J 


very long time in 

explaining the difference between - © OKT and the staff of the various commands, 
the Prosecution have defined specifically and quite clearly what the 

group is, which they are asking the Vourt to declare as criminal, and, therce 

fore, I do not see what relevance any further evidence on the subject can have. 

that are you trying to show by asking him now about what he understands by 


` 


the General Staff? 


pee. a mar " T n n | i 
DR. LATERNSER: this question preparatory. After this question 
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I wanted to put another one and, by the answer to the second question, I 
wanted to nrove that under the allezed groug one has accused a group under 
a wrong nome 

PRESIDENT: I eco not sec how it matters if is a. wronst name if the 
eroup is specified. But, anyhow, the defendant has already told us what he 


oneral Staff. “ill you put your second question. 


the hichcr militar, leaders ; designated in a group 
foneral Staff and OK, do you consider this name correct 
A, sAccordine to our German military concept, this designation 
leading because fri s the General S aff always meant an assistant, a 
commandersein-chicf of amy groups were 
ership Corps, the Fuehrer Corpse 


nas 


military hiora 1 sufficiently been explain«e 


1 in this trial 
I only want to know the 


mw 
iho relation of th 


military relation 


uniforms as : istants to the leadere The 
no horizontal connections in thcir positions. 


7 


> organization that would have provided horizontal connections 


the top commanders e 
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Yesterday the affidavit vas shown to you which Colonel General 
Halder madee I would now like to ention the last sentence of that 
affidavits; I shall read it to yous 

"That wes the actual General Staff in the highest leadership 
of the Armed Forces," 

Is the statement in that sentence correct or incorrect? 

I understand it this way that Halder wanted to say that these 
few officers who had General Staff positions were the ones who took part 
in the main work of the General St ff of the Army, while the rest, in 
large number -- far beyond one hunired General Staff officers in the OKH -- 
were not connected with itẹ That is what I think he wanted to say -- a 
small group that was concerned with these major problems. 

Do you know of a single incident where Hitler has ever con- 

military leader in a political maticr? 

No, that did not happen, 

I may assume that you were present at the briefing conferences 
with Hitler, at least most of the time, Could you tell m anything about 
objections which any commander -- supreme commanders =- who had come from 
the front lines may have made with or without succes 

ås a rule, front commanders who were present were silent 

2 briefing discussions and then any such commander could 
make a report about his area to Hitler and there was an opportunity to 
discuss the things personally anc to utter opinions. But otherwise nobody 
had any opportunity of saying anythinge 

Witness, were you ever present when energetic objections were 
made to Hitler? 

In the briefing discussions? 

No, I mean ;enerally. Whatever the occasicns may have beene 


à Iwas not, of course, jreserbat every conference which Hitler may 


have hac with Supreme Commanders of Armies, but I don't know of any such 


incidents. Those cases which were important in this war were the objections 
of the Generals before the deginning of the war in the West. That, I 
believe, I have sufficiently explained. And I understand your question 

now to mean beyond that, whether . xyond that, I knew of any cases I have 


TEBA 
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T 


to point out, then, that the Commaucertin-Chief of the Army at that time 


went to the limit of anything which he could œ as an officers 


What was the attitude of Hitler toward the General Staff of the 


describe it Lest by saying that 
General 


I believe that is 


We have heard all this onee, if not more than once. 


ERNGERs Mr. Freside t, I don?t believe that this witness 


J 


rememder, this particular witness 
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THE PRESIDENT: Is there any other question you want to ask? 
DR. Ycosy I have a few more quest ions. 
Witness, to what extent was the headquarters of the Fuchrer--= 


the Hauptquaiticr -- secure against raids 


There was a special se cetachment =- and also, I belicve, 
A 


from the Ammy, and also I believe from e company of the Waffen SS -- and 


in the way of guard parriers anc similar things. 


=- several arcas 
which were limited individuallye 
commandcr=in-chief of the..rmy 
of their theatre of operations, did 


spe a tendency to kesp that 


area of opera 


movement 


acministrative 


did they 


1were subordinated 


Divisions were 


ith anythin 


mnander-in-chief to punish an SS man for 


jpon apprehension 3 no omnmm de 5 would nove hesie 


but aside from that, iction 3 iat is, the 


Himmli Y, and =e ar ace p 


Reichsfuchrer, |} ile | preme Commande f the particular Army 


cr army 
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Is there any other question you want to 
Ycs, I have 1 few more questions. 
Witness, to what extent was the headquarters of the Fuchrer-= 
the Hauptquartier -- secure 2gainet raids? 
nrity detachment - 
from a company of 
uarcs, barriers and similar things. 


secured 


an outer zone == several arcas 
the commandcr=i hief of the_rmy 
operations, did 


3 


endency to kesp that 


Opera- 


movement 


"4 ath y QQ yae P 
punish an SS man for 


any offense? 


Jas de A2 


dereineChicf would 


jurisdiction was with the top, that 


not “he Supreme Commander perticular Army 
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to the Supreme Commanders c 
of Himmler? 
This question has been 
f, and I am not informed a 
the commanders and the Einsatzerup, 
in then, and I had no hand in then, 
Q That is not what I want 
Warsed to know whether the agents 
ing to your knowledge of regulatio: 
commanders in the rear of whose ar 
I co not believe so, but 
not scen then, 
Q De you know whether the 
about the intention of Hitler 
accorcing to my 
was not informed, 


Now, I have only one mo: 
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conditions 
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would be transferred to 
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ries of the Einsatzgruppe SD, have to 


$e 


the ərmies upon what they cid on 


reated here in great detail by witness 


ut the connection which existec between 


commando units, I did not take part 


. to hear from you, Ficld Marshal, I 

the Einsatzgruppe of the SD, accord- 
» were obliged to report to the army 
s they hac to work? 


I co not know the orders concerned, I 


igher military commanders at any time 


r Himmler to exterminste the Jews? 


that was not the case, and I person- 


question concerning the prisoner-of 
& the war thot there were regrettable 


; of Sovict Russian prisoners of war 


“> 


ent on what the comma 
erences, is I recall, he has repeat- 
of large masses, that extraordinary 
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l in order to supply and house ənd 
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particular reason which may have 


r memory, I would like to mention the 


ishments in the homeland for the future 
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‘dons, however, I have been told, thie came 2 succen decree by Hitler 
who prohibited the transfor of these Soviet Russicn prisoners into the 


homeland. 


f 


A I have explained thot thi morning, and I hove said that curing 


a cortin time, until tation of Sovict Russicn 
prisoners of wor into the homeland, |} Leich roa, was not pormitted and 
thet there was a possibi .ty to transfer them into the home 


roasons of 


anc. these ci ulti k > beginning could not be romecied 


Apparently not. I am nis informed about that because only the 


Supreme Commander of that army coul. know it. That wes their responsibility, 
A Y t Y 


Deputy Chief 


Stab, When wa 


n 


cak connected with thr 


Civision commander? 
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brizace or a Civisic 
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were over scveral sections, 
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a 


The supervision and conc: 





oe ALI 


Vichrmicht Fuehrung Stab witht the Fuchrer hea \dquarters, to supervise that 
work according to the Cireetives of the Chief of the armed forces Leader- 


ship Staff, Jodl. That was the task. 


Q The Deputy Chicf of the irmed Forces Leacership Staff, was he 


in a particul:r measure responsible for stratecic planning, cs is assertcd 
by the Prosecution? 

Responsible? He was, of course, not accorcins to his position, 
but as a matter of tatt, he belonged tc a p of gualifice ceneral 
staff officcrs which wore concernec with these things, as Haldar has 
pointed out. 

Q Now, I have one last question, That is the position of the 
Deputy Chief of the Jrmec Forces Leadership Staff was thorefore not as 
significant 2s the othor positions which are included in that croup of the 
general staff and OJ? 

& group, of a section i 1c armed Forces 
Leadership Staff and assistant in tl group, in the small zn of those 
who had to deal with stratesic questions, but subordinate to General Jodl 
and the cepartmrny chicf in the staff, 

Q Field Marshal, I believe that the ques 
it was not answered. I have asked you whether the si 
mentioned in that croup 

No, certainly t that, because in thet cr UD» 

OK, there were the supreme commanve mä the chicfs of the 


He dic not 


your affidavit K-12 th-t the 
ont line fighters for a policy 


ccluce an y misunderstancin’s, I 
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Shoulc like to el-rify the foll wing: \Ih xt dic you mean by SS? 


ean say that whot has ben resd here by my Counsel w-s a short s miory 


e 


of 2 much longer affidavit, If you rend that, you would find the answer to your 


guestien In 2 more precise form in which I shall state it, I dealt with the 
R sf g 35 under Hinmler and underthose functions 

police SC, which in the occupied territories 

Cconceptaf the so-called gencral 3S had nothing to do with thet, I hope that 
clears it, 

2 Yos, thank Yous, 

SERGCL (Counsel for Bormann): 

Prosecution in its trial brief hrs nceusced the defendent 
zormnn in connection with his netivity in thu so-c-licd Volkssturm, 
connection, I would like to put a 

Did the Vokssturm, as it was formed by decree of the Fuchrer 
194i, Hows on offensive purpose of n defensive purpose? 

that I have to answer that Reichsleiter Zormenn declined any informe 

any cooperation and coorcination of the Volkssturn and the militery offic 

You mean to say that y were not at all informed of the purpose of the 
Volkssturm? 

t I had a certain impression 
_acnpower to defend their own homesteads, 


framework of the armed forces, è ws no offensive purpose 


No, only the various parts of the i which had dupnartments of the 
Volkssturm in their areas cither incorporated thon or them home, 
tand you correctly tha oO soy that thet institut- 
brainchild of 
} Clow th pA rs 
not tell you 
Jolkssturm and similcar things, but military 
with it, 


other military matters to the Fuchrur beside 
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a He has often sccused the armed fore-s in various ways, I con only cssum 
that what I have heard ~nd rssum thet it originated from Sorucnn., I do not 
know it for sure, 

(Counsel for difundzrt Ribbentrop): 
it correct that the avfcndsnt von itibbentron, after his return from 
lioscow in August 1939, on nccount of the changed forcign politicsl situction-- 
the gucrsntec pact betwecn England and Poland had been rctificd--ndviscd the 
Fuchrer to start certain military measures? 


impression 2t that time thot the orders given to me by Hitler 


ik ~ 
L 


were based upon a conversation between foreign liinister. was not 
present at that convurs:tion, 
Is it correct that von 
never informed 
only say thot 
he rued Force: 
> never did it, ; Reich Foreign iiinister was ot any tine 
such questions, tht information could hw me only frorn Hitler 
he made on exception thire, 
ins Prosecution has submitted = letter of 3 Apri 939 concerning tn 
impending occupe tion of Denmark and Norway which you scnt to the then Reich 
Foreign Minister, In that letter you informed the Reich Foreign Minister of 
the impending occupation and requested him to take tho ncecssery forcignpoliti- 
cal stcps.bcefore that dato, Did you instruct von Ribbentrop about the intended 
occupation of Nowwny ond Denmark? 

Ae No, I could not possibly have done that. According to the way in whic 
the Fuchrer worked with us, thot letter was a somewhat unusucl way to inform 
the Reich Foreign Minister upon orders by Hitler. Otherwise he would not have 
cnown about it, ond I was charged to write it, 

Qe In connection with the testimony by General Lehousen, I want to as 


you one question. Atthe time of the Polish campaign, was thore a directive or 


an order by Hitler to exterminate the Jews in the Polish Ukraine? 
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ie I can not recall any such thing. I onlv know that even during the 
é 
occupation of Poland, after the initial occupation, the problem of the Polish 
Jews played an important role, and in that connection I once nut a question 
to itler, which I believe he answered by saying that that area was well 
Cesigned tosettle the Jews theres Other thin’s I do not remember or do not 


recollect. 
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Q At the tine of the Polish Campaign, was there any plan to instigate 
a revolt in the Polish Ukraine in the back of the Poles? 

A I cannot answer that quostion, although I have heard certain things 
said here by Laho 

Dn. HORN: I thank you 
BY DR. BOEH: (Counsel for the SA): 

Q Ficldmarshal, you were chicf of the OKW and also chicf of the KGW, 
that is a prisoner of war system. Did you ever issue orders or have orders 
issued on the basis of which members of the SA or units of the Så wore used to 
guard prisoners of war or prisoner of war camps, or should have been used for 
that purpose? 


3 


I cannot remember that any such directive had boon issucd by the 
comand of the armed forc I bolieve that certainly was not the case, 
n that connection, was it 
prisoners of war by Så ever took 


I cannot remember but I should not mean to ex de that sone officers 


some particular places may have use? SA wen for the guarding. 


BOEH:; Thank you. 
PRESIDENT: Perhaps we bettor adjourn now for ten minutes. 
(A recess was taken) 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will sit in open session tomorrow morning at 
l0 o'clock., At 1230 it will take supplomentary applications for witnesses and 
documents, and that at a quarter to one it wi djourn into a closcd session, 


CROSS EXAMINATION 


Defendant Keitel, I would like you to tell me oxactly, when did you 
receive your first officer's comission? 
On the 18th Aucust 1902 
hat was the degree and oxtent of your military education? 
cane into the army as an officer candidate and 
vanced through the various ranks to second licutenant, 


Q I asked you about your military education, not rank. 
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A 


A I was troop le:ding officor until 1909, and then alnost six years 
rocincntal adjutant. Then during the first World War, battery commander, and 
then aftor the spring of 1915, in the general staff, 

Q Evidently, the translation was not correct. You finished the military 
academy or had you taken your military training in some othor places; just 
what is it? 

I was never to a military acadony, Twice I participated in so called 
general staff travels as reginent adjutant and in the summer of 1915, I was 
ordered to o to the general staff and returned to my regiment later, 

Q Just what military training and military rank did Hitler possess? 

Only a fow years ago I found out from Hitler himself that after the 
ond of the first World War, he was a licutenant in a Bavarian Infantry iicgiment, 
Throughout the war, the first World War, ho served as a soldier and possibly 
as a noneconmissioned officer toward the end, 

Q Should we not conclude, therefore, that you having had extensive 
training and experienco in military matters, had a opportunity to influence 
Hitler considerably in his decisions of strategic and other military matters 
as well as all matters concerning the armed forces ? 

I have to make a statement in that respect which for the laynan 
2ssional officor, for reasons which arc hard to understand, 
Hitler had studied tactics and strategy and he had a knowledge in military 
ficlds which was something surprising, iay I give an example for that, The 
other officers of the armed forces will confirm it, that concerning organiza- 
tion, armament, leadership, cquipment, of all armies, and what is more remar- 
of all navies of the globe, he was so well-informed that it was impos- 
sible to prove any error on his part, and I have to add that also during the 
war, while I was at his headquartcrs and in his close proximity, that during 
the night Hitler studied all the big general staff books by Moltke, Schlicfen 
and von Klausewitz and fron there had a tremendous owlcdge and therefore we 


had the impression that only a gonius can do that, 
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Q I do hope that you will not deny that because of your military 
training and experience you were Hit.er's adviser in a number of important 
military matters? 


A I was in his closest military surrounding and I have heard a lot 


from hin and about him; but yesterday when I was asked by my counsel I 


already pointed out that even in the simpler questions, every-day cuestions, 
concerning organization and equipment of the armed forces I have to admit 
openly I was the onewtho was advised and not the adviser. 

Q Since when did you begin to cooperate with Hitler militarily: 

A Exactly from the day when I was called into that position, *he yuh 
of February 1938. 

Q That means that you were working in close contact with Hitler during 
the period vhen preparations for aggressive wars were made, is that not so? 

A Yese I have given all the necessary explanations as to how I cntered 
the situation in the beginning of February and how things have developed 
and how surprisingly new situations arose, 

Q Who besides you among military leaders of the OKW and the OKH 
had the title of the ‘4ynister of the Reich? 

The rank of Reichsminister was given to the three conmanders-in- 
chief of the branches of the armed forces, and the supreme: comm:nder of the 
air force, Reichsmarshal Goering, was also Reichsministcr of Aviation; and 
also I received ohly the rank but not the competence and not the position of 
the Finistere 

Q Who besides you among military leaders of the OKH and we OKW signed 
decrees together with Hitler and the other Reich ministers? 

In the ministerial field of the Reich government there was the form 
of the signatures of the Fuehrer and Reichschancellor and the ministers, 
and then finally the chief of the »..chschancellory. In the military field 
that did not exist, but according to the traditions of the army and the 
armed forces the main personalities corcerned signed--that is, the Chief 
of Staff or whoever had written the order with an initial on the margin. 

Q But you said yesterday already that you have signed such decrees 
together with other Reichsministers. 


A Yes, I have yesterday mentioned several decrees and also given the 


ry r 
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reasons why I signed than, and that in doing so I was not a Reichsminister and 
did not have the function of a ministor inofficce 

Q ‘hat was the agency that, beginning with February 1938, filled the 
function of the Minis Var? ‘hat was the government agency that 
fulfilled the function of the government of Minister of 

4 Until the ond of Janwary or the first day of February it was formor 
Reichsminister von Blomberg. Beginning with the hth of February there was 
neither a war minister or a war ministrye 

Q This is precisely why I asked you what government agency had ` 
on the function of the ministry of war, since there was no ministry 
following the period you mentioned. 

I myself with the armed forces office and the former 

War iainistry continued the work such as I have described yesterday. That is, 
all rights and autonomics and competences werc transferred to the commndcrs 
of the branches. It wasn't upon an order of myself but upon an order from 
Hitler 

Q From the testimony you have given so far it appears that the contral 
unifying supreme command was directly controlled and supervised | 
Would that be a correct conclusion? 


iis 


that was the mi sary staff of Hitler. 


“ho in the OK supervised circctly the militar; s of a strategie 


nature? Specifically, I-man the plans for the attack on Austria, Czccho- 
Slovakia, Poland, Belgium, Holland, France, Norway, Jugosla 
Soviet Union? 

A I believe that yesborday I stated thah very nreciseiy 
the operational and strategic plannin i an order had teen given ' 
Hitler, were worked out by the comaunders of the branches; that is to 
say, for the army by the High Command of the army and the General Staff of 
the army They were reported to Hitler and then further decisions wore madee 

would like to ask you with regard to Jugoslavia the following: 

Do you admit that a decree, or rather, a directive issued under your 
signature about the partition of Jugoslavia represents in itself a docunent 
of both political and international significance, since it practically decide: 


on abolishing Jugoslavia as a sovereign state? 
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I have done nothing more, nothing less, than to write dom 2 decrece 


by the Fychrer and to forward it te those offices which were conccrncde 
Personal or political influcnee in these questions I didn't have, 
Q Under your om signature? 

For the signatures which I have written I gave an explanation 
yesterday, how they came about and rhat their significance WASe 

Tes, correct, you did talk about it yesterday. Richt now I 
would like to determine more preciscly your views with regard to Jugoslavias 
Would you agree that the OKi/ participated directly in the organization of 
provocative acts and incidents sot hat Gorman aggression could be facil: sated 
ond justified in the public opinion of the world? 

I have this morning, in a swering questions of the counscl of 
another defendant, stated vory clearly that I participated in no preparations 
of any incident, and that military offices also, according the desire of 
Hitler, had nothing to do with the preparation, deliberation, or the 
execution of such incidents at any tirs--incidents herc in the sense of 
provocatione 

Q Correct. “hat part did the OKS take in insuring the occupation of 
the Sudetenland? 

General, which Free Corns do you refer to? 

Q Ian talking about the Sudetenland now, the Free Corps of the 
Sudetcnland. 

I am not informed as to whether any military office or military 
department had sent armics there or sent them therc Secrctl:. I da't 
know ite àt any ratc, an order in that direction has not been given, or at 
lease has not passed through my hanc.sg I cannot remember anything e 

Q iho and for vhat reason issued the decree to occupy lioravia and 
Bohemia by the German military mits on the lth of March 1939, in tho 


afternoon, at the time when President Hacha was still en route to Berlin 


for purpose of negotiations with Hitler? 
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A The order was decided, in the end, by the Fuchrer. There had been 
preparations to cecupy that area where the well-known steel works were, near 
Maehrisch, Ostrau, before the march int Czechoslovakia. As a justification 
for that decision, Hitler had told me that would be done in order to keep the 
Poles from the North from grabbing it, and thereby getting the most mocern 
rolling mill in the world, He stated that as a reason for the incidents; and 
that occupation actually took place in the late hours of the Uith of Ma 

Q Yes, and during the same period, at the same hour, President Hacha 
was en route to Berlin to negotiate with Hitler? 

A Yes, that is absolutely correct, 

Q This is treachery, is it not? 


ae 


I don't believe that I an Supposed to judge the facts, It i 

a 
correct that the cecupation cecurred on that evening. I have piven the 
reasons, and President Hacha found out about it only after he had arrived in 
Berlin, 

Now I remember the name, The rolling mill was Witkovitz. 

9 It is clear to me, 

I have a few other questions in connection with azcression against the 
Soviet Unione 

Yesterday you testified to several thinzs on the subject. Ycu related 
your position, or your viewpoint, with regard to the attack on the Soviet 
Unione You announced to the Tribunal that the order for prepering Plan 
Barbaross:. tack place at the beginning of December 190, 


) 


A Yes. 
Q Do you recollect that quite thoroughly and quite precisely? 

A I do not know o s or do not remember any specific order by the High 
Command of the Armed Forces Which would have ordered the execeuticn of this plan 
called Barbarossa on the basis of a previous orde I explained yesterday, 
however, that already in September a decree had been issued concerning transport 
and railroad conditions, I cannot recall whether I sicned that decrees, but I 
mentioned yesterday such a preparatory decree to improve transport condcitins 


from the West to the East. 


Q In September, you mean? 
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A It may have been in September or October, but I could not state it 
with certainty. More accurate inform: tion may be ©btained later on from 
“eneral Jodl, probably, who would remember that better, 

G Naturally, when he takes the witness stand we shall interrogate 
him alsoe 

I wish that you would recollect briefly the following: You first 
learned of Hitlerts plans to attack the Scviet Uni-n in the sumer -f 190, 

Is that correct? 

A Noe In the summer of 1940 -- I believe what you are referring tois 
the conversati.n which is mentine in the Clary of Jodl, Do you mean the 
conversation referred to in the diary of J21? This was apparently a 
briefing conference, anc I did not participate in it. My thouchts ‘urine that 
time justify my belief that I was not present, because I was on the way almcst 
every cay, by airplane, and therefore could not be present at briefing 
conferences. 

Q When did your conversati n with Rib entrcp take place? 

A That may have been during the last days cf August, or possibly the 
beginning of September, but I could not state the exact cate any moree I 
would reecnstruct the date sy the fact that nly on the 10th of Aucust I 
returned to Berchtesgaden, and after that date I wrote the memorancum which I 
mentioned yesterday. 

« And so you assert that you first heard about Hitler's plans to attack 
the Soviet Union from ecnversati-ns with Ribbentrop? 

A No, noe After having been absent from Berchteszacen for aout two 
weeks -= partly cn leave and partly on Cuty in Berlin -- I returned to heace 
quarters at Berehteszaden, and cnly then, on one of the subsequent cays, 
probably during the middle of August, for the first time, I heard about thoughts 
of Hitler of that kind. That was the basis for ny orancume 

G In that case, I put my question correctly. That is, in the amer of 
1940 you already learned of Hitlerts plan to attack the Soviet Uni.n? 

A Yes. The midcle of August, after all, is still sumer, 

Q Yes, I quite agrees August is summer. 


Further, I would like to remind you of the testimony of the witness 
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Paulus, which he gave here to the Tribunal on the llth of February of this year. 
Paulus, as you might recollect, informed the Tribunal that when he entered 

the service of the OKH, on the 3rd of september, 1940, among other plans he 
also saw there the preliminary operational draft of the plan for attacking 

the Soviet Union, known under the code name of Barbarcssa, You do renember 
that part of Paulust testimony, do you not? 

A I only remember it insofar as he stated it was a stucy cr a sketch 
of a maneuver for training purposes, and he had found the material for that at 
the occasion of his transfer into the General Staff, The sketch itself is not 
known to me, and it could not be knowm to me because the materials and files 
and the various studies of the General Staff of the Army were never at my 
disposal, and I never had an opportunity to lock at them 

Q What I want to establish is this. You do not deny that in September, 
1940, in the OKH, there were plans made and work done on the préliminary craft 
of the Plan Barbarossa? 

4 If the testimony of Rudolf Paulus is availble, then I could not say 
that it is not true because I could not say whether it is actually truce 
That is, I can neither ceny it nor affirm it, 

Q Very well, You have stated to the tribunal that you were against 
the war with the Soviet Unicn, 

A Tee, 

. 

& You also stated that you even suggested to Hitler that he charge 
his intenti ons with rezard to the Sovict Unione 

A Yes, not only that he chanze them, but that he should drop the plan 
anc. not conduct any war against the Soviet Union, That was the content of my 
memorandum. 

« That is precisely what I asked you, 

Now I would like to ask you about a conference, evidently known to yal, 
which took place three weeks after Germany attacked the Soviet Union, on the 
16th of July, 1941, ` Do you remember that conference? It was dedicated to the 
problem of war against the Soviet Uniona 


A No, ùt the moment I don tt knoWe 
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2 I did not intend to submit that document to you at this particular 


minutes You may remember that I submitted it to the defendant Goerinze The 


document dealt with the participation cf the Soviet Unicn, that is, of 


annexing some of its territoriese Do you recollect now? 

4& That is .a document which I know. I believe it is marked on top 
"BO-FU,"  Durinz my interrogation I choracterized it as a memcrandum from 
Reichsleiter Bormann; I made that statement, At that time I alse testified 
that only during the second part of thet conversation was I present, and that 
I had not been present during the first part sf the conference, I have a 
testified that it was not the record of the minutes, bus a free summary 
by Reichsleiter Bormann, which was dictated, 

2 But you de remenber that already at that time, on the 16th of July, 
the question was posed about annexing the Grinea, the Baltic State, the Volga 
Region, the Ukraine, Byelcrussia, and other territories; that is, annexing 
those to Germany? 

* No, I believe that was discussed at the first part of the conference, 
As I remerber the conference, I -nly recall the part where questicns of 
personnel were discussed and, in particulary absut certain persens who were 

to be appointed for certain jobs. That I remeiber, but the document I have 
only seen here, I didn't know af it before, and I did not attend the firs 


half of the e-nference, 
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Q In that case may I put the question differently: What were the 


final objectives pursued by Hitler and his entourage in conducting their 


war against the Sovict Union? 

À I personally, according to the explanations which Hitler had given 
to me, saw the more profound reasons for this war in the fact that he was 
convinced that in thecourse of the years to come, between the Slavic Empire 
of Communism and the German Reich of National Socialism, it would have to 
come to a war one way or another. The reasons which were given to me were 
the following: If I once believe and I am convinced that such a dispute or 
conflict between the two nations will have to occur, then rather now than 
later. This is about the way in which I could formulate ite 

But tho questions which are in that document BO-FU about the partition 
of several arcas, I do not remembere I cannot recclicct. Maybe they were 
pictures of th. imaginatione 

Q And you tell the Tribunal on oath that you did not know of Hitler's 
plans to seize the territories of the Sovict Union and to colonize thesc? 

A Noe That has not been expressed in that form. It is truc that it 
cane to my knowledge that the Baltic provinces should come into a sort of 
dependence of tho Reich, and that the Ukraine should come into 2 closer 
connection from the point of view of economy and nutrition, but concrete 
objocts of conquest are not known to me and if they were ever mentioned I 
never considered them scriously. That is the way I thought about it at 
that timce I cannot cxplain how I sce it today, but I have to say frankly 
how I saw it at that timce 

Q Did you know that at this conference of the 16th of July Hitler 
amounceda the necessity to rub the City of Leningrad off the face of the 
carth? 

A Ihave read that document here again, If it is contained in the 
document F cannot remember it nowe But-I have had this document before 
me here; I have read it in the presence of the American prosecutor; 
and if it is said in ther- then it is only the question of whether I have 
heard it or whether I have not heardite That deponds entirely on the timc 


at which I entered into that conferencce 
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Q I told you that I do not plan to submit the dcument right now because 


it was submitted several times alreadye The extracts already citedto the 
Defendant Goering stated: The Leningrad region is wanted by the FinnSe 
The Fuchrer wants to erase Leningrad altogether and then give it to the FinnSe 
I can only say that it is necessary to cstablish at what moment I 

attended that conferences Whatever had been said before I could not hear, 
and that I can only indicate if I am given the document or if one reads 
the record of my interrogations I told the judge at that timee 

Q Very welle I shall give you the minutes of the conference 
immediately. We shell find the placce Thile we are looking for the place 


I will ask you one other question on the same subject: 


With regard to the dstruction of Leningrad, did you not know from other 


documents available? 
\ T have been asked about that by the Russian delegation and the 
gonerel who is present herc, and he has called my attention to 2 documente 
know; that is correcte 
Imow the document as well which came fron the navy, and I al 
know a second document which at that tine contained a short directive == 
I believe on the order of Jodl — concerning Leningrad. I have been 
interrogated on both documents;; but, on the other hand, I have to point 
out that neither as a result of a siege, artillery, or by the air force 
has a wanton destruction taken place in the sense 2s we know it from other 
ercater extente Tt never cmo toa systematic shelling 
of Leningrad, as much as I knowe Consequently, one can only state what I 
have said at that time under oath to the gentleman of the Soviet delegatione 
Q You mean it is known to you personally that Leningrad w2s never 
shelled? 

Certainly artillery was used against Leningrad, but in the sense 
of 2 destructive shelling it never came to thate That would have occurred, 
Goneral, if it would have come to an attack on Leningrade 

Q After you get acquaintec with the document I will ask you a few 


other questions on the subjecte 
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A It is very simple After theso remarks had been made I entered 

conference roome I have told the interrogator that I heard the 

sentence, which was about the appointment of Gauleiter Lohse, vhen I 
entered the roome Everything that had been said before I did not hear, 

Q If you pleasee Have you fond the place of the minutes of the 
mecting ~- the paragraph that deals with Leningrad? You do see that there 
is that entry in the minutes of the meeting about Hitler's remarke You 
arrived at the conference immediately after they had finished talking about 
Teningrad? 

Yese I entered the room when they were talking about the 
qualifications of Gaulciter Lohsc--whether he could be used as an 
administrative official. That was the first thing that I heard. A debate 
was going on just as I entered, 

Q It states there quite clearly: Rub the city of Leningrad off th 
face of the carthe 

Yes, I have read that herce 

Q ne same is stated in the decree, is it not? 

A but that is not a causal connection for mes That was a 
decrce of the navye Is that what you meant? The order which was found 
with the navy-- the Kriegsmarine? 

You do know that there were two decrees, one issued by the naval 
command and the other by the OKJ. You do know that, don't you? 

I have seen both these decrees heree They were submitted by 
the Russian delezatione 

Q ànd you do know of a decree signed by Jodl of the OK? It also 
talks about erasing the city of Moscow--rubbing that off th-facc of the 
ecarthe 

A That I do not remember now anymore. If mention was made of 
Leningrad at that tire, if it is stated there I will not deny it. 

Q Ian asking youe What is the purpose of the decrees? Did OKW 
issue decrees for the purpose of having them obeyed? 


A The decree or the order of thenaval comand is no OKW order and 


not knovm to mee The shorter order, signed Jodl of the ON/, was not issued 
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in my presence, because if I would haye been present I wuld have signed ite 
-Certainly I was absente Therefore, I do not know the prerequisites or the 
discussions which preceded that decrece 

Q You have not replied to my questione I am asking you: àre the 
decrees issued so that they could be obeyed, or otherwise? 

A That was a directive but not an order, because an order can only 
be given from the local command office of the armye It was just a directive. 

Q Are not directives of the OKT meant to be obeyed, followed, carried 


into action? and about your statement that no one shelled Leningrad, we 


don't really need that statement, since the destruction of Leningrad is 


well known to the worlde 
Proceeding further: Do you know == 


A I ask to be permitted to say that I was not commanding there. 


That is why I don't knowe 
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Q Do you know that before the besinnine of tho war against the Soviet 
Union dofendant Goering issucd a so-called "Groen Foldcr" which countained di- 
rectives on cconomic questions in the territorics which were to be occupied in t 
the Sovict Union by the Gernan Arny? 

A Yes, that is known to nc. 

Q2 Do you affirm that your deerce of the 16th of June 1941, issucd 
directives to all the German armed forces to obey these economic directives 
without question? 

Yes, there is this directive which makes known to all groups of the 
Army which orranization was established for what purposes, and that accor- 
dingly all the military commands of the army had to coordinate with them. That 
I have not ordered, but I havo just transferred it, 

Q Yas it your own decree of where you merely obeying your directions? 

A I only mcrely passed on the orders received fron the Fuchrer because 
I could not give any orders to Reich Marshal Gocring in that rospecte 

Q You did issue an order to Ficld llarshal Goering, however, concerning 
the armed forces? 

I could not give him an order; I could only sass on the intention of 
the Fuchrer to the commander of a branch and he could pass it on to his subor- 
dinate commanders, 


You did not disagree with the Fuchrer's desires on the subject, tho 


A Any protest, since this was nothing concerning the ficld of compe~ 
tency of the OXY, I could not voice, I did not have to; I just passed it on, 

Q You do affirm that this order of yours had this objective: the imme- 
diate anc full cconosie exploitation of the occupied regions fof the Sovict 
Union in the intercst of German war economy? 

A An orcer of that kind would be purposeless, and the purpose of an 
organization such as the economic organization Oldenburg I have not given be- 
cause this was not my prob I only passed on the contents of the "Green 
Folder" to the high comaand of the army in order for them to act on ite 

Q You do admit that the directives contained in the "Green Folder" 
were aimed at the plunder of the matcrial wealth of the Sovict Union and all 


its citizens? 7203 
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he No, Of destruction or extermination nothing could be found such 

as I romomber in the "Groen Folder" Perhaps tho exploitation of surplus which 
could be found there, especially in the field ood and raw materials which 
should be utilized for the entire war cconony of Gernanys but not to destroy 
them, I said in the "Green Folder" there were basic thouchts for the use of re- 


serves which we expected to find which were considered surplus, but never to 
estroy them and in doing so to lot the Soviet population starve, That was not 
the casce I have scen these thinss nysolf and therefore I an qualified to speak 


about it, 
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mt consider thet plunder? 
To squabble over words, whether booty or Cxrploitation or plunder, 
brings us into a field which we do not neec to discuss here, Every» ody 
has a different use of words, 

& Very well, we shall not argue about ite My last question with regard 
to the attack on the Soviet Union is tris: Do you agree that the method of 
behavior and of conducting the war in the East on the part cf the German army 
differed radically from even the elementary conception of military honor and 
military necessity or wisdom? 

i Noe To that I cannot agree in that forms; rather that the disinte} 
gration of the war against the Soviet Union and in the East cecurred and was 
not to be attributed to the German Arny but to these conditions which I have 
stated in an affidavit submitted by my counsel to the Court, I beg to ask 
that the Russian prosecutor should read it and see my opinion about ite 

Q Very well, Io conclude the questions with regard to azere 

tions here and I do 
yo ossess as the 
person closest to Hitler on the subject of military questicns, My question 
is this: What were the objectives of the OKW? How were these questions 
posed before the German armed forces? what were the directives to the German 
armed forces in case a victory over the Soviet Union was final? 

A I do not know what you mean y that; what is meant by that, ihich 
demands were put to the military leadership in case the war should have tor= 
minited srecassfully? yay I ask you to put this question again? I 

—- guita understand its 

4 I mean this: The problems for further conducting the war after the 
eastern campaicn wag concluded successfully, that is, what were the plans? 

A Then that could occur which actually did occur later, that is, the 
landing of the British and American forces in France, in Denmark or in Germany, 
There were various possibilities of warfare which could have occurred which 
could not even have been ant hcipated, 

Q I am not asking the questions in general but specifically. You 

undoubtedly do know Some of the documents and plans pertaining to "C! or naval 
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warfare, plans which were already ready by the 8th of August 1941, plans 
dealing with carrying on the war after the eastern campaign was concluded 
Successfully, that is, plans about invading Iraq, Syria and Egypte You do 
knew the document dealing with plans of that nature? 


A So far that has not been submitted ot me, and I cannot reeall it. 


; oh me POET Pear oe ae 
% You do not know this document S-57 alreacy submitted to the Tribunal 


~ 


as USSR-336? I shall show it to you in a minute. 
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A I see this document for the first time, at any rate here during the 
proceedingse It begins with the sentences 

"The Command of Naval operations has a draft €oncerning the preparations," 

This order or draft of the Naval Command T have never seen, The draft 
for a directive could only come from the High Command of the Armed Forces, that 
is the Armed Forces leadership Staff, which represented the leadership cf the 
army, navy and air force and it is quite possible that thoughts had been 
formulated and put down in the shape of a draft of a directive and it would 
have been mace ers of the Staff. I cannot remember such a 
draft of the directive of the Armed Forces Leadership Staff but I believe that 
Colonel General Jodl is in a position to give us more information about that. 

I cannot remember itə 

2 You do not remember that directive. al shall not ask you about it 
in detail but you do see that the document contains plans for the seizure of 
Gibraltar with the active participation of Spain. It provices further for an 
attack on Syria, Palestine, Egypt and so on. And you say that you have no 
idea of what these plans were and thot you do not know about this document? 

A I will be glad to give informaticn about that. An attack on Gibraltar, 
representing the entrance to the Mediterranean, had alreacy been planned 
before, that is during the winter of 1939-40, but it hac never been executed, 

It was nothing new and the other questi. ns which have been mentioned were such 
which were based upon the situation existing north of the Caucasus in the course 
of operations, 

I would certainly not say that these could not have been thoughts in 
our minds but I do not remember every d cument or I have not read every 
docunent cf the Armed Forces Leadership Staff, such as this craft, 

Q If such documents you consider mere scraps of paper, documents cone 
cerning the seiznre of foreign lands, then what do you consider important? 

A I can only state the following, that it is true and sincerely stated 
in war time one makes manifold plans and considers various possibilities which 
seen in reality cannot be carried out anc, therefore, afterwards also historically 
such papers, documents cannot be ccnsidered the expression of the leacership 


operati:nal and strategic plans, 
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Q Yes, I do agree with you, of course, from a historical point of view 
this document is of no importancee But in discussing the plans of the German 
General Staff at the time it thought it would defeat the Soviet Union and 
from the viewpoint cf analyzing those plans or objectives the document is 
importante However, I shall not ask ycu any more about this documente I 
Shall pass on to questions of your re]: tionship tocerimese 


Your attorney for the defense, Dre Nelte, submitted to you the basic 


documents of the Prosecution on the subject of war crimes. For that reason 


I do not plan to enter into a detailed discussion as to these documentse I 
shall merely ask you about the basic contents of these documents, such questions 
particularly which were omitted by your counsel when he: question el youe 

First of all I turn to a dociment which the order of military jurisdictior 
in the region of the "Barbarossa" an2 of the special military measures to be 
taken by the armed forcese You do remember the document dealing with the 
subject? It was dated 13 May, 1941, that is more than a month before the 
beginning of the war against the Soviet Union. 

Yoy do remenber that in that document, which predates the war, it states 
that elements suspected of anti-German tendencies must be immediately brouzht to 
the German officers and that it is the latter who will decide whether they will 
be shot or not? You do remember that cirective, do you not? 

You signed that order, cid you not? 

A Yes, indeed, I have never deried that, But I have given e » lanations 
as to how the document came into being and who was its originator. 

THE PRESIDENT: The date of the document seems to have come throuzh 
wrong. Did you say the 13th of May? 

GENERAL RUDENKOs: The 13th of Maye 

THE PRESIDENT: What is the number of the document? 

GENERAL RUDENKO: Document C=50, dated the 13th of May, 19h1, 

THE PRESIDENT: Very well, 

BY GENERAL RUDENKOs 

Q Although you told me that you have already explained to your counsel 
the subject of this order, nevertheless I have to ask you this questicn in a 
somewhat different form. Did you consider that the right of the officers to 
shoot people on the spot was not permissible -- did that exist or did it 
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not cxist? 


A In the German Arny there has always been against our own soldiers and 


against our enemies military courts which could always be established, 
consisting of one officer and one or two soldiers who act as judgese That 
is what we call court martials but there has to be one officer at least to 
decide in this court. Bub as a matter of principle I have to repeat the 
statement which I have made yesterdaye 

Q Just one momente I am asking you to reply to this questione Did not 
this docunent abolish court procedure and trials with regard to suspects and 
did it not give the right to shoot civilians to the officers of the German 
Army, is that not so? 

In the case of German soldicrs it was correct, it was admitted, that 
is a court martial with judges and there is a Standgericht whiclyonsists of 
soldiers and they have the right to cxccutce 

THE PRESIDENT: You are not answering the question, The question is what 
right docs this document give, not what the orders in the German iirmy arce 
BY GENERAL RUDENKO: 

Q Can you reply to this question? Did this jones do away with 
court procedure and trials and did it give or did it not give the German 
officcrs the right to shoot persons who were suspected of mti-German 
attitudes? 

A That was an order which was given to me by Hitler. He hadissued that 
order ond I put my name under it and what consequences that had, what 
meaning it has, I have explained that in detail yesterdaye 

Q You, Mre Ficld Marshal, signed that deerce, you as a Ficld liarshale 
Even considering the decree was not incorrect did you not understand the 
consecuences of that decree? If you did then why did you sign it? 

A Id cannot say any more than that I put my nam under it and whatever 
neasure of responsibility I may have assumed in my position by ding SOe 

Q Ang one more question. On the 13th of May, 1941, which is the date 
of the decree, in other words, alnost a month before the beginning of the wa 
against Russia, plans were already made for procedure of that kim, for 


assassination really, 
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That I do not understand. It is correct that this order was 
issued about four woeks before the beginning of the campaign "Barbarossa" 
and another four weeks before that it had been given to the gencrals in a 
statement by lytler.e They knew that weeks before, 
Q With regard to how the decree was applied you are informed? 
A I have in the preliminary interrogations also told the Soviet 
interrogator of my opinion and about the fact that gencrals have spoken 
to me about this order and it has not been mentioned here that is says 
specifically that the higher commanders have the right to suspend this order 
soon as a pacification took place in their area. I have answered that 
everybody who asked me about the interpretation of this order. I said 
that it specifically stated that you could suspend this order as soon as 
your area is pacified. That was the subjective possibility for the 
commanders and it is included. 
Q «md finally the last question in connection with this orders 
Did this order actually establish an atmosphere or position, a situation 
where German soldiers or German officers could go unpunished for shooting 
civilians or being lawless in general? 
Within certain limits. mit was given in the oral order 
to the generals, that is to say by ing the most extreme amount 
discipline on your own troops, 
I think, defendant “eitel, that these limits have already 
submitted to the Tribunale 
I have the following question to aske On the 12th of May, 19h41, 


a plan was developed with regard to how to treat the Soviet prisoners of 


Do you remember that document? 


At the moment I cannot recall which one you mean. It is not clear 


> what you are referring toe 
Q I mean the document dated the 12th of May, 1941, which establishes 
the procedure by which political commissars, political workers, of tre 
“od Army be not recognized as prisoners of war but be annihilatcde 
bout that I have only scen the remarks. I do not recall the 


document but I know about the facts, I camot recall the document from 


memory at this moment. Could I see it please? 


7 D 10 





ioe i 


k 
\ q If you please. 


THE IRESIDENT; What number is it? 

GENERAL RUDENKO: 780-[S, dated May 12, 1941, and under the subject 
of treating Sovict prisoners of war and p litical workers in the Red Army » 
à It is not an order, but a memorandum by the Department of 
National Defense, with the remark that decisions by the Fuehrer have been 

reqmired, and that memorandum contains the suggestion for an order, I 


remember that and I have secen itẹ The result of the report to Hitler 


is not mentioned; only the suggestion is made of regulating that problem. 


as far as I know, that was then reported to the High Command of the army 


as having been approved by the Fuehrer or having been ciscussed or taken 
care of between the Fuehrer and the commanders of the axinye 
& Whit do you mean by "regulating"? There are go many terms 

known to us from the German terminclogy, such as cxccution, special regime. 
In using all those terms meant Just one things they meant assassination, 
putting people to death, Just what do you man by "regulating"? 
is I do not know which word mcans regulatinge I have said that, in 
the sense of that memorandum, according to my recollection, directives 
had ben issued by Hitler to the army at that tine; that is, an Approval 
to the suggestion which has been made in that papor. 

In that case you do not deny that already in May, at least 
more than a month before the beginning of the war, projects were already 
there to annihilate or do away with the political commissars or political 
workers of the Red Army? You do mt ceny that such plans were there? 

No, that I do not denye That was the consequence of directives 
which had been worked out in writing by the generals. 

FRESIDENT: The Court will adjourn now, 


(The Tribunal adjourned until 6 Arril 1946, 1000 hours), 





